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HIGHER OFFICIAL FROM THE MINISTRY OF HEALTH OPENS THE 2nd SANITATION AND HYGIENE FESTIVAL IN ADDIS ABABA
The Ministry of Health said Ethiopia is making progressive achievements towards sanitation coverage.
In a message read out at the opening of the 2nd National Sanitation and Hygiene Festival (2009) Focusing on Urban Sanitation held at the Christian Relief and Development Association (CRDA) hall in Addis Ababa, Mr Tesfaye Zewde said, the country has made a progressive achievement  from 11.5% in 2003 to 54.8% sanitation coverage in the current year. 
The Sanitation MDG aims to half the current population without access to sanitation by 2015(E.C). In Ethiopia, it is estimated that about 35 million people do not have access to sanitation and over half a million children under the age of five die every year from diarrhea.  This means that for every five children born, one will die from diarrhea before they reach their fifth birthday.  Safe and adequate water supply, improved sanitation and hygienic practices can save thousands of children’s lives each year.
Things are being done to make a difference in all corners of the country, which is being led by the Government’s own Health Extension Program. Over 24,000 Health extension workers, primarily women, are working with households to promote sanitation through small do-able actions like building and using a simple latrine and washing hands with soap or ash at critical times.  Beyond the health extension workers, civil society organizations, private sectors, churches and international organizations are all dedicating money and human resources towards improving sanitation. 
The examples of heroic efforts from ‘natural leaders’ who have made a difference in sanitation can be documented all over the country. It is for this reason, that the WASH Movement in Ethiopia, a coalition of individuals, private sector, civil society, UN organizations, donors and government organizations  are coming together to celebrate the achievements made on sanitation with especially attention for urban sanitation and honor those who spearheaded them. 

 This year festival which focuses on Urban Sanitation is organized with the objectives of appreciating the existing efforts and achievements on urban sanitation, opening up discussion with concerned government and non-government actors and also creating the opportunity for regional groups to share experiences and enhance their commitment in the sector in general and on urban sanitation in particular. 
His Excellency, Mr. Asfaw Dingamo, Minster of Ministry of Water Resources, on his part said   the challenges and possible solutions of sanitation in general and the urban sanitation in particular have been discussed at different forums with different context. The challenges have been also appreciated by the government. Different actions have been also taken following the recognition of the constitution as access to clean and health Environment is the right for everyone. Selection of Urban sanitation as the theme of the year is a reflection of the recognition of the importance of the basic right of every one and it is a sign of our commitment to bring change in the approach of urban sanitation. 

The Ministry of Water Resources recognizes the efforts made by different actors so far and the long way to go to address the issues with regards to urban sanitation. The challenges on this specific aspect of development are vast. The Ministry of Water Resources have made the issue of urban sanitation, specifically the sewerage part, to become  part of the Water Resources management Policy and the strategy that paves a way for the implementation of the policy. 

Further to this, there are clear targets both under the Sectoral Development Program and UAP developed to guide the focus of the Ministry. The MoWR had also developed an Urban Sanitation Master plan and model design with options. This was expected to help municipalities to adopt and take up for implementation on their own context. The Ministry is also keen in integrating urban water supply and sanitation in all the studies. More than 50 small, medium and large towns have sanitation studies that made along the water supply project
In his concluding remarks the minister appreciated the organizing committee and the WASH Ethiopian movement for being able to organize this wonderful festival, which might be the first in kind on the area of urban sanitation.

WASH Ethiopia Movement, part of the Global WASH advocacy Campaign – Water Supply Sanitation Collaborative Council, was initiated in 2004 by a voluntary coalition of government and non-governmental institutions to contribute to the reduction of the death of millions of children as well as other health crises due to lack of safe and adequate water, poor sanitation and hygienic practices.  

The colorful three-day ‘National Sanitation and Hygiene’ Festival will be a reflection of the advances the country has made from 11.5% to in 2003 to 54.8% sanitation coverage in the current year . The festival will include a number of presentations from government and civil society organizations, field visit, children’s performances, and displays of artworks, poems, essays, as well as sector actor’s experiences, and films developed on the subject of sanitation and hygiene in the urban settings of Ethiopia. Around  250 participants including the Minster of Ministry of Water Resources, Higher Officials from Ministries of Health, Education and Finance and Economic Development, Federal Environmental Protection Authority,  Water Resources, and Works and Urban Development, Environmental Protection Authority, Embassies, local and international NGOs, Donors, the Mayor of City, religious leaders and regional offices are attending the two day festival.  

Expected outputs of the festival include commitments from the sector actors to achieve the MDG targets with regard to sanitation and hygiene and developing action points to be taken to the policy makers. 
The 2nd “National Sanitation and Hygiene Festival” is taking place at Christian Relief and Development Association (CRDA), Addis Ababa   from 18 – 20 November 2009. 
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