Honorary degree response
My Lady Chancellor, Ladies and Gentleman it is with much pride, considerable humility and a great deal of pleasure that I accept this honorary degree. 

Pride, because this honour reflects upon the performance and achievements of WaterAid as we  work alongside some of the poorest communities in the world helping them to access safe water to drink, improved hygiene and decent sanitation as a first step out of poverty;

Humility, because I know this award would not have been granted to me without the passion, skill, dedication and real enthusiasm of our 650 WaterAid staff around the world and the thousands of volunteers who are committed to doing whatever we can to bring about change. It is really unacceptable and hard to believe that in 2011 nearly a billion people don’t have safe water to drink and 40% of the world’s population don’t have a decent place to go to the toilet. A situation that leads to death, disease, loss of productivity and the disempowerment of women.
Pleasure, because WaterAid has enjoyed working with Cranfield University - an academic institution that is renowned for its scientific, engineering and management expertise. 
This expertise has informed WaterAid’s practical work as we invest in local organisations in Africa and Asia helping them with sustainable approaches to delivering water supplies, to manage human waste and to promote good hygiene. 
We were delighted when Prof Carter who was instrumental in establishing the Community Water and Sanitation Masters course came to work with us heading up our Technical Support Unit helping to further our collaboration. 
We enjoy hosting Cranfield students whose contribution of high quality and relevant field research is incredibly helpful to us. 
In preparing this speech I watched your video on You tube of the annual water well drilling course in a field at the Silsoe campus – well it may not make it to the Oscars but after a lot of hard work in the mud, water was tapped - and it was good to see several women on the course.

In February I was in Ethiopia and was really shocked to see women there digging deep into the dry river bank down narrow tunnels to collect water as it seeped out of the rock - cup by cup. It took all day to fill their jerry cans - which they then strapped to their backs to walk home - 5 miles, bent double up steep hillsides. WaterAid was been working with local organisations and the community in the area to construct a gravity flow scheme which will transform the lives of these women and their families. 

We have also worked with you as part of the Water and Sanitation for the Urban Poor initiative which brings together the expertise and practical experiences needed to improve services in rapidly expanding urban areas - and we have been impressed by the work of SAFAD your volunteer student organisation.

WaterAid has an ambitious Global Strategy with targets to reach a further 25 million people by 2015 and to influence the policies and practices of governments and service providers to reach an additional 100 million people.

As Professor White said I have worked for a number of development charities and lived in Mozambique and Malawi where I saw for myself exactly what can be achieved by well-spent aid. 
Last year, WaterAid helped an additional 1.4 million people gain access to water and 2.5 million to sanitation. For every person it is a life changed – improved health, more time in school, better job prospects: all important in overcoming poverty. 
The reality is that, whilst today is an occasion for celebration for us in this room and for me personally in accepting this degree, across the world some 4000 children will die not because of war or famine but because of contaminated water due to disease pathogens from human waste. It is that stark and sobering fact that motivates WaterAid to do all we can to help create a fairer world.

We are very aware that the most marginalised in society such as disabled people, older people, those with HIV and AIDs often get missed out of receiving services and we make a point of ensuring that they are included as everyone has a right to these most basic of services. Imagine what it is like using a pit latrine if you cannot see or have limited mobility. 
As our shared research and practical experience tells us our work will only be sustainable if we use a wide range of technologies that are affordable, appropriate to local conditions and easy for communities to use, manage, finance and maintain. 
We really value our relationship with the University which I know this will continue to grow and develop - encouraging graduates to use their experience to help people living in poverty to access effective, reliable, sustainable and affordable services. 
It is a huge privilege for me to lead an organisation like WaterAid. We set ambitious goals; we raise challenging questions and we speak with conviction and courage. Today, in accepting this award, I do so with pleasure and with pride but with the knowledge that the challenge still ahead is a great one. 
There is an African proverb from Uganda Water that has been begged for does not quench the thirst. 
Through scientists, activists and practitioners working together we can help address the challenge so that water and sanitation are available to all and do not have to be begged for.
Thank-you
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