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Malawi – April 2010 to March 2011
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Thank you so much for your support towards WaterAid’s work in Malawi, one of the world’s poorest countries. With the help of Lions International, we have been able to transform the lives of individuals, families and communities in one of the world’s poorest countries. This report gives highlights of what we achieved in 2010-11 with your support. 
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Country situation and overview 2010-11
Malawi’s political scene remained stable and peaceful throughout 2010/11. The ruling Democratic Progressive Party completed two years in office, however, their popularity has started to wane, underpinned by fuel and foreign exchange shortages. 

The economy continued to grow steadily in 2010 and the economic intelligence report (March 2011) estimated real Gross Domestic Product (GDP) growth reached 7% in 2010, as agriculture grew robustly despite poor rainfall in southern Malawi; uranium production almost doubled; and services grew rapidly, boosted by the financial sector and telecommunications.
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With a population of 14.8 million, landlocked Malawi is one of the poorest countries in the world. The majority of the population live in rural areas where many communities rely on small scale subsistence farming. In these areas, population density is high, putting pressure on agricultural resources including water. 

In addition, water-related diseases such as cholera and typhoid are widespread. This problem is exacerbated by a high prevalence of HIV/AIDS, meaning that average life expectancy in the country is just 53 years old. As a result almost half of the population are under 15 and many are orphans. 

Although there are many challenges to securing safe water and sanitation in Malawi, including pollution and deforestation, thanks to your support and that of others, we have been able to make some fantastic progress towards improving the lives of across the country. Through working with government and local partner organisations we have helped people like Rose (pictured below).
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Key achievements in Malawi in 2010-2011
Water
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WaterAid in Malawi reached 17,886 people with access to a clean and sustainable water supply through the construction of shallow wells, boreholes and piped water supplies. In addition, existing systems that draw water from local rivers were rehabilitated to improve functionality and make them safe.
· In rural Malawi, 41 boreholes and 10 shallow wells were constructed to serve a total of 15,386 people with access to safe water.
· Through carrying out a water point mapping exercise, WaterAid supported Lilongwe Water Board in identifying 62 potential sites for new water kiosks. These kiosks will benefit thousands of people in low income communities.
· 726 water point committee members were trained in community based management.

Above: Elizabeth Banda, collecting water from a kiosk, Mgona, Lilongwe, Malawi 
Sanitation and hygiene
· 48,982 people gained access to safe and hygienic sanitation facilities, through the construction of 3,512 pit latrines and 5,196 composting latrines.
· In Nkhota Kota 12 Sky Loo latrine blocks (toilets with the chamber above ground to reduce risk of groundwater contamination) have been constructed in schools and are being used by a total of 588 pupils. Similarly, two composting Sky Loo latrine blocks have been built in Salima and are being utilised by 523 pupils.

· 28 sanitation masons were provided with training in slab casting. Seven of these were new masons and provided with start-up materials to help them set up sanitation businesses.
· 13 school water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) clubs were set up in urban areas, with a total membership of 498 pupils. These clubs are essential for spreading the word about good hygiene practice in schools as club members lead by example, monitoring other pupils and carrying out awareness raising activities. As a result, good hygiene practices are transferred around the communities as the children also tell their parents what they have learned. 

· A total of 2,528 people are washing their hands with soap in low-income communities in urban project areas. In the rural communities that were provided with sanitation facilities, 30% of were reported to have hand-washing facilities next to toilets.

Siileni’s Story
Six year old Siileni (pictured here) lives in Wilson Village in the Machinga district of Malawi. Until recently her community had no access to a safe water supply. Not only did this result in water-related diseases, such as diarrhoea but the lack of water also meant they could not grow vegetables and there was not enough food to go round. 

With support from WaterAid, Siileni’s village now have a communal water point and they have received hygiene education training to help them learn some important lessons, such as the importance of washing hands with soap at crucial times. 

Ester, Siileni’s grandmother, says, ‘Since the water came our lives have changed. We are able to concentrate on our families and the children are not getting sick anymore so we are saving time and being more productive.’
Advocacy 

WaterAid supported the Malawian Government in obtaining a $5 million grant from the Global Sanitation Fund for a five year sanitation programme. The programme will be starting this year and will be implemented in five districts.
Government statistics have been problematic in Malawi and do not accurately reflect the real number of people living without access to safe water and sanitation. To tackle this WaterAid has developed a simple water point monitoring tool and sanitation mapping framework to help with providing accurate data.
Voices from the community

Linda and Maria’s story
The use of latrines has met a lot of resistance not only in Malawi but also across Africa and other parts of the developing world. Due to a lack of education and cultural beliefs some people don’t even want to hear the word toilet let alone faeces, and they feel embarrassed to talk about the subject. 

When the concept of ecological sanitation, or composting, was first introduced there was a lot of resistance. Linda Mvula and his wife Maria Tembo (pictured below) from Mthusani Ngulube village in the area of TA Mtwalo took the challenge of using composting latrines. 
They told us that at first they also had reservations about using human manure on vegetables. So they started by planting trees on the latrine pits (arbo loos). When they saw how the trees grew it tempted them to use the manure on more productive plants. 

To begin with, they had a small garden with only a few plants. When some the people in their village heard about this, they criticised them, saying they would contract fatal diseases.

Not to be deterred, after seeing how successfully the plants grew using human manure, Linda and Maria went on to plant 400 tomato seedlings. They now have a sweet story to tell. 
They explain that they have used the same piece of land before and planted tomatoes but have never experienced what they have seen with this crop. They witnessed speedy, healthy growth of crops. The fruits that these tomato plants are producing are of such excellent quality that they are in high demand. Linda and his family do not buy tomatoes anymore and even have a reasonable income from the sale of their spare produce. They told us, 

“Next year we will grow more tomatoes and other crops because there are economic gains in this.” They went on to say that it will be easy for them to convince people on the benefits of ecological sanitation because people have seen their success.

As this report demonstrates, our projects in Malawi have achieved considerable success. In the future, WaterAid aims to build on these successes to deliver life-saving access to safe water and sanitation to more communities across the country. In addition to service provision, we will also continue to work with government organisations to raise awareness of water and sanitation as a basic human right.

Thank you Lions for supporting WaterAid. It has been a highly promising year for WaterAid in Malawi, reaching 17,886 people with accessible water services and 48,982 with access to sanitation and changing lives for the better. We couldn’t have achieved this without you. 
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WaterAid and Lions International working together to transform lives








Rose lives in the Salima district with her three children. Until recently she had to make three trips a day to collect water from the river, which would frequently make her family ill. She says “When the clean water was switched on we were very happy and amazed that our problems were solved! Everyone in the village uses the borehole. Water is always available throughout the year.”
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WaterAid transforms lives by improving access to safe water, hygiene and sanitation in the world’s poorest communities. We work with partners and influence decision-makers to maximise our impact.











