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Making ground
Striking images from our forthcoming 
international exhibition

 Barbara Frost interviews...
Amadou and Mariam: the world-famous 
musicians and WaterAid ambassadors

The road out of poverty
The Financial Times visits our work in Ethiopia



Welcome to Oasis. Even though we live in difficult 
economic times I am delighted that we have so much 
wonderful news from the programme work you so 
generously support. This edition includes a feature by a 
Financial Times journalist, a preview of our international 
photo exhibition, an interview with world-famous 
musicians Amadou and Mariam and a petition postcard 
calling on the Prime Minister to put sanitation in the 
spotlight. Please take two minutes to sign it.

You’ll find many other ways to get involved with WaterAid. For fundraising 
inspiration, turn to page 21 to read about nine year old Hemi Poulton. Her incredible 
efforts for WaterAid have won her a national award and got her an audience with the 
Prime Minister! She’s a true inspiration.

Everything you read about on these pages was made possible with your support. With 
your ongoing commitment we will be able to reach more and more people through our 
direct work and through influencing decision-makers. Thanks to you we continue to 
make huge progress and the world is hearing our voices louder and clearer than ever. 
Happy reading and please pass Oasis on when you’ve finished!

Barbara Frost Chief Executive

Oasis is published by WaterAid
47–49 Durham Street, London, SE11 5JD, UK 

T: (0)20 7793 4594

Registered charity numbers 288701  
(England and Wales) and SC039479 (Scotland)
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nonprofit organisation
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T: +61 3 9872 1800

Box 2054,  
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Editor: Tom Burgess. Design by: LCD.uk.com

WaterAid transforms lives by improving access to 
safe water, hygiene and sanitation in the world’s 
poorest communities. We work with partners and 
influence decision-makers to maximise our impact.

Cover image:  The tap in Chigongwe, Tanzania, is turned  
on for the very first time. Gracie Masuguzi collects the first  
bucket of water. Turn to page 14 for more information on  
our photo exhibition Making ground.
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Become a record breaker!

Glastonbury festival   

Queue for the loo on March 
22, World Water Day. Join 
WaterAid and End Water 
Poverty campaigners across 
the world as we all stand in 
‘toilet queues’ in solidarity 
with the 2.5 billion people 
still waiting for a clean and 
safe toilet. 

The World’s Longest Toilet 
Queue is a Guinness World 
Record attempt and a huge 
opportunity to make a big 

Glastonbury festival will 
celebrate its 40th anniversary 
this year with huge headline 
acts including U2. WaterAid 
has been an official charity 
there for the past 16 years, 
raising hundreds of 
thousands of pounds and 
vital awareness of our work. 

Come and find us at the 
Pyramid stage or answer the 
call of nature at our pristine 

News

The worst job  
in the world?

In January, 
WaterAid hosted 
a film screening 
of The worst job 
in the world? and 
launched a new 
international 
report that calls 
for the eradication 
of the degrading 
practice of manual 
scavenging  
in India.

More than one million people in India, mostly women, are 
manual scavengers who physically remove human excrement 
from latrines with no protective equipment; a clear violation  
of their human rights.

Indira Khurana, co-author of The Burden of Inheritance and 
WaterAid’s Head of Policy and Partnerships in India, said: “The 
vibrant face of modern India has an ugly stain – the practice of 
manual scavenging. A section of society continues to be forced 
to work in stinking sub-human conditions by a centuries-old 
custom, even though it was made illegal in 1993.”

WaterAid is supporting local partner Safai Karmachari Andolan 
to eradicate the deplorable practice of manual scavenging and 
identify alternative livelihoods for scavengers. 

The President of Liberia has 
been awarded the post of 
Goodwill Ambassador for 
Water, Sanitation and  
Hygiene in Africa by WaterAid 
and two prominent African 
water networks. 

Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf is the first 
female head of state in Africa 
and has a strong track record 
of supporting human rights 
issues. On accepting the role 
she said, “The status quo on 
water and sanitation in Africa 
is no longer acceptable.”

We are WaterAid 
Our brand new film We are 
WaterAid brings our work to life. 
There are compelling stories 
about life with and without water, 
sanitation and improved hygiene 
told by people from Nepal and 
Burkina Faso. 
Watch it at 
www.wateraid.
org/video or 
contact us for 
a copy. 

National Geographic 
water edition 
National Geographic magazine’s 
April issue will be completely 
devoted to fresh water issues. 
Look out for coverage of the 
water problems faced by women 
in Ethiopia, and WaterAid’s work 
to help poor communities build 
their own safe water supplies 
and latrines and improve their 
hygiene practices in a feature 
called The Burden of Thirst.
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News in briefLiberian 
President 
champions  
the cause

WaterAid/Sylvanus Turay

Navsarjan Trust

WaterAid

WaterAid/Steve Morgan
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stink about 
sanitation, 
building 
pressure on world leaders just 
one month before they gather 
at the first ever ‘High Level 
Event’ on water and sanitation. 

It’s not too late to take part. 
For more information and to 
register your interest visit 
www.wateraid.org/queue, 
email campaigns@wateraid.
org or call 020 7793 4594.

latrines in the King’s Meadow. 
We are also excited to be 
working with Hunter Boot, 
promoting their essential 
festival footwear with fun and 
games at the Queen’s Head!

If you missed out on tickets 
this year, fear not, WaterAid 
has a small number to give 
away, so keep an eye on  
www.wateraid.org.



Letters

The letters here are 
just a tiny selection 
of the many enquiries 
received by our 
Supporter Care Team 
throughout the year.

Remembering WaterAid 
My father, in his professional 
life, was concerned with public 
health. This is why he became 
a great advocate of WaterAid. 
Self-help, too, was something 
he was very keen on and he 
felt WaterAid was an excellent 
example of this. It was this 
appreciation and belief in 
your work which led him to 
remember you in his will. I know 
he would be pleased to know 
that his gift will help future 
generations to have access to 
these fundamental needs.
Anne Bain, Rugby 
 
Oasis replies: We are 
incredibly grateful to your 
father and others like him who 
remember WaterAid with a gift 
in their will. We work 
extremely hard to ensure that 
all donations are effectively 
used to enable some of the 
world’s poorest people to live 
a life free of disease and to 
build a bright future.  
••••
Visit www.wateraid.org/legacy 
for more information
••••
Meet one of our dedicated 
programme staff in Mali on 
page 18.

Updating the congregation 
The news of Agnes’s terrible 
experience [detailed in a 
2009 appeal] came at a most 
appropriate time for me. I had 
decided to champion your 
work at my church and just 
before the presentation, the 
letter arrived. I deliberated 
long and hard about reading 
it to the congregation but it 
did the trick. The response 
was tremendous and many 
donated. When your update on 
Agnes arrived I let the people 
know how things were now 
improving for her. Well done for 
all your marvellous work.
Mike Rowland, Mitcham
 
Oasis replies: Thank you Mike. 
We feel it’s really important 
to share stories from the 
communities we work with.  
To recap, Agnes had survived 
a horrendous crocodile attack 
while collecting unsafe water 
from a river in Malawi. With 
WaterAid’s support, she now 
has access to safe water near 
her home. It’s a shocking and 
unusual story but it powerfully 
illustrates how our work has 
many wider benefits.
••••
Read about a community 
literally building their own 
road out of poverty on page 8.

Influencing for change
Thank you for your Annual 
Report 2008/09. I would 
like to say how much I 
appreciate your reported 
activity with governments 
and planning departments in 
affected countries. While one 
understands the need for a 
degree of ‘hands on’ direct help 
in local projects, in the long run 
building up local resilience is of 
more value strategically. I wish 
more international charities 
devoted as much of their 
donors’ funds to such work as 
you appear to do.
Tim Brennand, Lampeter
 
Oasis replies: It’s not possible 
or desirable for WaterAid 
to tackle the crisis alone. 
Influencing and collaboration 
are vital. Ultimately it’s the 
responsibility of governments 
to ensure their citizens 
have access to water and 
sanitation. Over the next 
five years we aim to reach 
25 million through our 
direct work, and to influence 
governments and service 
providers to reach a further 
100 million people.
••••
Go to page 12 to help 
influence Gordon Brown to  
put a spotlight on sanitation.
 

Back to the future
I was concerned to read in the 
last edition that WaterAid is 
returning to Sierra Leone and 
Kenya; both countries you 
have worked in before. Why 
are you going back? I am sure 
there is a great need there 
but I would like to know how 
and why you selected the new 
African countries where you 
are now working.
Ruth Goldsmith, London

Oasis replies: We select 
countries if there is potential 
for WaterAid’s work to be 
effective and have a long-term 
positive impact. WaterAid 
left Sierra Leone due to the 
civil war in the early 1990s 
but it is now stable enough 
for us to return. Kenya is 
currently struggling to meet 
development targets so we are 
returning to help the effort. 
••••
Go to page 15 to see some 
powerful images of our work 
in Tanzania and Uganda from 
our forthcoming exhibition.

WaterAid’s Supporter  
Care Team can 
be contacted at 
supportercare@
wateraid.org or on 
020 7793 4594.

 

Each copy of 
Oasis costs just 17p 

to produce, plus P&P. It is 
printed on recycled paper and 

mailed in a degradable wrapper. 
Please pass it on. If you would 

like to help us keep costs 
down and receive Oasis by 

email instead, please 
let us know.

Oasis  The WaterAid Journal  Spring/Summer 20106 Oasis  The WaterAid Journal  Spring/Summer 2010 7

Over the next five 
years we aim to 
reach 25 million 
people through 
our direct work.”



Special report

The road 
out of poverty

The road 
out of poverty

8 9

 The men, women and 
children disfiguring the 
hillside near Terate in 

Konso, southern Ethiopia, are  
not a typical African road gang. 
The road they are building is  
for themselves.

It currently leads to a dead-end. 
But by the end of the year the 
people hope it will take them, via 
a new well, out of water poverty.

With swathes of east Africa 
devastated by drought, climate 
change looms ever larger in 
WaterAid’s work.

Africa is widely seen as the 
continent most vulnerable to 
climate change, least responsible 
for causing it, and least able to 
afford the costs of managing it. 
In Ethiopia’s impoverished Konso 
district people say it is already 
making life more precarious.

The evidence is anecdotal 
rather than scientific. But adults 
in Terate remember heavy 
downpours two or three times 
a day during the rainy season 
when they were children. In 
the years since, the weather 
has become more erratic and 
droughts more frequent, making 
water increasingly scarce.

So when WaterAid said it had 
found a promising site for a well 
deep inside Konso’s concertina of 

between local weather events 
and greenhouse gas emissions 
remains difficult. More than  
13 million Ethiopians need food 
aid, and hunger in Konso is 
widespread because the spring 
harvest has been poor in the past 
two years due to low rainfall.

But shortages of clean water 
can be just as devastating to 
human health because they let 
dangerous pathogens spread 
across homes, food and fingers. 

If WaterAid finds a little water 
at the end of the new road near 
Terate it will set up a handpump. 
If it finds a lot it will build a 
generator-powered distribution 
system to pipe it to the village.

That should transform the 
health of its people – and liberate 
its women from the drudgery of 
water collection. 

Article reproduced by kind 
permission of The Financial Times – 
the full version appeared in their 
pages on 17 November 2009.

hills, but that there was no way 
of getting the drilling machinery 
to it, the villagers said that was 
not a problem. They would build 
an access road themselves.

“Our water resources are very 
small,” says Kumeta Kuto, chief 
of the local ‘kebele’, or ward.  
“Our women have to walk to 
collect water from the rivers. In 
the rainy season it can take them 
five hours. In the dry season it 
can take 24 hours.”

Pinning down causal links 

Our geological surveys found water but the 
source was impossible to reach with drilling 
machinery. The Financial Times’ East Africa 
correspondent Barney Jopson met the 
Ethiopian community literally building their 
own path out of poverty.

Villagers cut the road into the hillside.
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A handpump in the village will 
mean women in the community 
will no longer have to waste hours 
each day collecting dirty water.

In Ethiopia...
Over 73,000 children die 
every single year from 
diarrhoeal diseases caused 
by unsafe water and poor 
sanitation.

Last year we helped 71,000 
people to gain access to 
safe water and 65,000  
to sanitation.

Find out more at 
www.wateraid.org/ethiopia. 

The Financial Times 
supported WaterAid in 

their 2008 Seasonal 
Appeal, raising an 

incredible £167,389 
for our vital work.
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Amadou and  Mariam
 World-famous musical stars and WaterAid ambassadors

 Singers like Amadou and 
Mariam have that magical 
combination of passion, 

charisma and something to say, 
which means they not only want 
to entertain people, they also 
connect with them and make 
change happen.

“Music can really help,” says 
Amadou. “In Mali, singers talk 
about what’s going on, singers 
talk about change…I’m pretty 
proud that people listen to what 
we say, because we always 
try to fight for peace, love and 
happiness and fight against all 
those things that need to be 
tackled for the sake of life.” 

“What WaterAid does is so 
closely linked to life; that is why 
we wanted to be ambassadors 
for your cause,” Mariam adds. 
“When we were younger we 
remember having to go outside, 
but things are improving, step 
by step. When women get 
access to water and sanitation 
they have more time to work 
and to look after their children.”

Amadou and Mariam first got 
on board with WaterAid when 

they added some star quality to 
the Mali launch of the End Water 
Poverty campaign in 2007. And 
as album sales have rocketed 
and the tours have taken them 
around the globe, Amadou 
shows that their passion for 
WaterAid’s cause remains 
undimmed. “Ensuring that 
people have safe, clean water 
and sanitation is nothing less 
than fighting for the wellbeing of 
humanity. When we go to villages 
in Africa we know that many 
diseases, particularly blindness, 
come from dirty water. So, your 
fight for clean water is also a 
fight against blindness.” 

As blind people themselves, 
they know how inaccessible 
some water and sanitation 
facilities can be for disabled 
people. WaterAid’s partners 
work with communities to 
make water points and latrines 
appropriate for everyone.

“In most places there aren’t 
specific facilities for disabled 
people but where there are 
latrines it’s better than having 
to go out in the open,” Amadou 

Known as ‘the blind couple from Mali’, the duo 
play packed venues from Bamako to Glastonbury. 
WaterAid’s Chief Executive, Barbara Frost, caught 
up with them at the end of their latest world tour.

Barbara Frost interviews...
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What WaterAid 
does is so closely 
linked to life; 
that is why we 
wanted to be 
ambassadors for 
your cause.”

explains. “Some latrines, 
though, do have improvements 
that protect privacy, dignity and 
security. For example, toilet 
pans that are raised for people’s 
convenience and locks that 
work! I have my wife in mind 
when I say that!”

Amadou and Mariam’s 
commitment and energy is 
invaluable, but you don’t have 
to be international stars to raise 
awareness or break taboos. 
When you’re telling others why 
you support WaterAid, you might 
like to bear in mind their parting 
words: “We wish your supporters 
a lot of courage. Courage is the 
number one thing. When you 
aim to change people’s mentality 
and behaviour you have to have 
courage and you have to keep 
pushing always.” 

•	For more information on 
Amadou and Mariam and their 
upcoming performances go to:  
www.amadou-mariam.com

•	For information on WaterAid’s 
work in Mali go to:  
www.wateraid.org/mali

Top: Amadou and Mariam in 
conversation with Barbara in 
London the day after a sell-out  
gig at the Kentish Town Forum.

WaterAid/Marco Betti
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As WaterAid supporters, we’re all familiar with the 
shocking statistic that 2.5 billion people across 
the world live without access to sanitation. But in 
2010 why is this figure still so high? 

The answer is simple: sanitation is being 
neglected by governments and decision-makers, 
nationally and internationally. 

Campaign
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Until this lack of commitment is 
redressed, progress in health, 
education and livelihoods 
will continue to be fatally 
undermined. Around 4,000 
children die from diarrhoea 
every single day – more than 
AIDS, malaria and measles 
combined. At any one time half 
the hospital beds in developing 
countries are filled with people 
suffering from diarrhoeal 
diseases like cholera.

The neglect of this vital area 
of human life ignores what the 
world already knows about 
sustainable development: you 
simply can’t build a healthy, 
productive society when 
people have nowhere safe to 
go to the toilet.

Urgent action must be taken to 
address this crisis. It’s time to 
put the spotlight on sanitation. 

World leaders urgently need 
to ‘talk sh*t’

At the UN Millennium Summit 
in 2000, the United Nations 
member states – all 189 
of them – agreed on eight 
Millennium Development 
Goals with the aim of halving 
world poverty by 2015. But 
the importance of sanitation 
was completely overlooked. 

Thousands of WaterAid 
supporters helped petition 
the UK Government, and 
an amendment was finally 
made, committing the world 
to halving the proportion of 
people living without access 
to sanitation by 2015. 

Now, with just five years left 
to reach these targets, time 
is running out. In Africa, at 
present rates of progress, 
the sanitation target will not 
be met until 2108 – almost a 
century too late. 

It’s time for politicians to 
talk sh*t. Heads of state and 
governments are meeting in 
New York this September to 
review progress. With so little 
time left, urgent attention 
must be given to those targets 
like sanitation which are 
particularly off track. 

The future of millions of 
people worldwide depends 
upon what governments 
decide at this critical summit.

Gerry Austin,  
Campaigns Officer, WaterAid

Around 4,000 children 
die from diarrhoea 
every single day – more 
than AIDS, malaria and 
measles combined.”

	
 

Please sign 

this campaign 

postcard and give 

the other one to  

a friend!

Take action today
Join WaterAid in building 
public pressure to ensure 
that sanitation is no  
longer ignored. 

Simply sign and return the 
attached postcard urging 
the UK Prime Minister to 
prioritise sanitation at the 
forthcoming summit. Pass 
the second card to a friend so 
they can demand action too. 

Remember: nothing changes 
without campaigning. 
Together we can put 
sanitation in the spotlight.

www.wateraid.org/
campaigns
www.wateraid.org/MDG



Making ground Magnum photographer Olivia Arthur 
has documented the changes in two 
communities between 2008 and 2009 

as they worked with WaterAid to develop their 
water and sanitation facilities.

Amuria is a fast-expanding town in the north 
east of Uganda, absorbing many people fleeing 
war and floods. The growing population has put 
extreme pressure on meagre water resources.

Chigongwe and Michese, two small rural 
communities in the dry, central region of 
Tanzania used to have no water at all. The 
women, including the towns’ teachers and only 
doctor, spent up to five hours a night waiting for 
a few inches of water to seep into the bottom of 
deeps holes they had dug in a dry river bed. 

Making ground is the name of forthcoming 
exhibition by WaterAid and Dutch NGO Simavi. 
It will show how water and toilets can change 
the entire structure of a community and how 
the positive impacts grow and grow.

The exhibition launches in the Hague, the 
Netherlands, from 2 to 25 March. It will then 
be shown in Dodoma, Tanzania and Kampala, 
Uganda, as well as in the communities where 
the images were taken.

From 2 July to 13 August it will be in St 
Martin-in-the-Fields in London’s Trafalgar 
Square. Entrance is free.

For more information visit  
www.wateraid.org/makingground.

Photographs: Olivia Arthur/Magnum Photos for WaterAid

Stories of clean water and growth in africa
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Captions: 1. Speaking in 2009 in Amuria, Martina Akello, 66, said, “I came to escape the fighting during 
the 1985 civil war. I arrived with nothing, not even a change of clothes. I am appreciating the hygiene 
education process. The compounds are clean, the smell is gone, the air is clean, everything is better. 
Before the latrine the children used to go everywhere. You would be chased out by the smell in one 
minute!”  2. Mwajuma Yona and her child photographed in 2008 at Chigongwe’s main water source.  
3. “I run this café selling chai, chappati and mandazi [a type of doughnut]. The water points save 
me time as I don’t have to queue, it’s helped to run the business more efficiently – washing dishes, 
preparing chappati. Also, now things are more hygienic, I can keep the dishes clean, keep the area 
clean, I can even wash my body!” Neema Kanayamala, Chigongwe, 2009.  4. A girl is helped out of the 
old water hole in 2008 in Michese, Tanzania.  5. Farida Acam bathes her baby at the end of the day.

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.
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I studied at university 
in Mali, Burkina Faso 

and Italy. I first took civil 
engineering, then I went on  
to specialise in water  
and sanitation.

I decided to specialise in 
water and sanitation because 
of the water and sanitation 
problems faced by my country. 
I grew up and still live in an 
area where these problems 
are very common.

My work can help to improve 
the situation in two ways: 
firstly, through my job with 
WaterAid, where I supervise our 
partners and assist them with 
technical problems when they 
are working with communities 
on building new facilities.

Secondly, in my spare time,  
I volunteer as a teacher of 
Sanitation Technology at the 
National Engineering School.  
I have done this since 2006, 
every Saturday. 

I am based in the WaterAid 
office in Bamako. I live in the 
city and get up every morning 
at 4am to pray. I then eat 
breakfast, normally milk with 
bread – I like it simple. I go to 
work on a motorbike and 
arrive at around 8am. 

When I arrive at the office I 

first greet my colleagues and 
then turn on my computer to 
check my emails and set up a 
work timetable.

Generally I go at least once 
a week to visit our projects in 
Bamako and at least once a 
month to visit our projects in 
the rest of Mali.

Community involvement is 
very important. We usually 
meet with the mayor and 
discuss what the community 
needs, including technical 
matters and how it will all be 
implemented.

If I am in the office I 
generally concentrate on 
working on the computer. My 
emails are usually requests 
from our partner organisations 
for technology advice.

For lunch I eat rice with 
either sauce or meat. I also 
take 30 minutes every day to 
do research. It can be software 
learning and things on 
technology. Currently I am 
learning GIS [geographical 
information system] software 
for mapping water and 
sanitation facilities. I normally 
leave the office after 5.30pm.

When I get home I first take 
a bath and then pray. I read 
something that’s not about 

technology, maybe the Koran 
or some fiction. After my 
prayers I take dinner. 

There are many kids at 
home which I supervise with 
their homework after dinner. 
These are my brother’s and 
neighbours’ children. 

I myself have many brothers 
and sisters – too many to 
count – maybe 10. I am the 
tallest in my family (six foot, 
seven inches) and tend to get  
stared at when  
I travel in Mali!
 

A day in the life of...
Tidiane Diallo, 35, is a WaterAid Programme Officer 
in Mali. He is married and has a two year old daughter 
called Selly. Here Tidiane explains a typical day.

Algeria

Mauritania

Guinea

Ghana

Burkina Faso

Cote D’Ivoire

Benin

Niger

Mali

Gao
Tombouctou

Sikasso

Bamako

Mopti

Segou

Koulikoro
Kayes

Ségou

Mopti

Gao

KidalTombouctou

Oasis  The WaterAid Journal  Spring/Summer 2010Oasis  The WaterAid Journal  Spring/Summer 2010

“

“

W
at

er
Ai

d/
La

yt
on

 T
ho

m
ps

on

18 19

I grew up and 
still live in an 
area where water 
and sanitation 
problems are 
very common”

In Mali:
• Less than half the population 

has access to sanitation. 
•	Around 21,000 children under 

five die every year from 
diarrhoeal diseases.

•	WaterAid helped 39,000 
people gain access to safe 
water and 55,000 to  
sanitation last year.

•	£9 could pay for the cost of 
constructing a latrine with a 
concrete platform.

•	£12 could pay the salary of 
a hygiene educator for  
one month.

•	£36 could pay for the cost of 
a 30 minute radio broadcast 
about good hygiene. 

Tidiane’s regular inspections 
make sure this handpump, 
and many others like it, stay 
safe and functioning.
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Splash out needs you!Splash out is your feature and we want your help to fill the pages! What would you like to see here? Quizzes, facts, games, pictures? It’s up to you! We love receiving your letters, artwork, poems and articles! When you send them in make sure you include your name, age and address and in return you will receive a WaterAid certificate and the chance to see your work in Oasis! splashout@wateraid.org

	

For more watery  

fun, visit our  

Splash out website: 

www.wateraid.org/

splashout

Madagascar – it’s not just a great film…
…it’s also one of the 26 countries that WaterAid 
works in so that people have clean water and 
somewhere safe to go to the toilet. Test your 
knowledge about Madagascar (the country not 
the film!) and find out lots of interesting facts by 
doing our quiz.

1. Madagascar is…
a)	 the fourth largest island in the world.
b)	the largest island in the world.
c)	 not an island!
d)	the smallest island in the world.

2. The capital of Madagascar is:
a)	 Nairobi.
b) 	Maputo.
c) 	Kampala.
d) 	Antananarivo.

3. Madagascar is part of:
a)	 Asia.
b)	Africa.
c)	 South America.
d)	Europe.

4. Madagascar is located in:
a)	 the Indian Ocean.
b)	the Southern Ocean.
c)	 the Atlantic Ocean.
d)	the Pacific Ocean.

5. How much of the population has 
access to clean, safe water?
a)	 40%
b)	90%
c)	 75%
d)	50%

Splash out!
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Many congratulations to Azziza, 

9, (winner of 7-11 age group) and 

Rosie, 14, (winner of 12-15 age 
group) for their fantastic entries to 

our Christmas card competition. 

Azziza’s and Rosie’s designs will be 

part of WaterAid’s 2010 range of cards 

and will be on sale later this year! 

Ho-ho-who’s 
the winner?
Ho-ho-who’s 
the winner?

How old is she? Nine

Only nine! And 
where does she live? 

South London
And what award 
has she won? Hemi 

has been awarded 

the Woman’s Own 

magazine Children 

of Courage Young 

Fundraiser Award 

2009 by raising money for WaterAid.

Wow, she must have started young! 

Yes, since the age of five, Hemi has 

raised £200 a year by asking for 

donations to be made to WaterAid 

instead of receiving birthday presents. 

For her eighth birthday Hemi 

organised a sponsored bike ride round 

her local park with a group of friends 

and raised an amazing £1,500!

That’s amazing. I’m not sure I could 

give up my pocket money! Hemi felt 

it was unfair that some children in the 

world are forced to drink dirty water and 

walk miles just to collect it, or that some 

schools don’t have any toilets so she 

came up with the idea to ask her friends 

for donations rather than presents.

She must feel like a star! I bet 

she does. Hemi received her award 

at a star-studded ceremony at 

Westminster Abbey, with celebrities 

from Strictly Come Dancing and The 

X-Factor. After the ceremony, all the 

winners were guests of honour at the 

House of Lords and even got to meet 

the Prime Minister at 10 Downing 

Street. Congratulations Hemi from 

everyone at WaterAid! 

Young WaterAid 

supporter of the year: 

Hemi Poulton
mini quiz

Answers: 1a, 2d, 3b, 4a, 5d

WaterAid
No tap to turn,
No water to drink,
Just a dirty puddle on a  
   muddy street.
No splashing in a bath,
No hot cup of tea,
Unless you walk to a river 
   to get a bucket or three.
The water here is muddy,
The water here is dirty,
The water here is unclean,
How I wish we had a tap 
   to run it clear and clean…

By Billy, Henwick Primary School

Poetry corner What 
can run 

but can never 
walk?

Water!

    Watery j
okes

Q: What did 
the water say 
to the boat?

A: Nothing, it 
just waved.

Q: Why are 

fish so clever?

A: Because 

they live in 

schools.
Knock knock. Who’s there?Water.Water who?Water way to answer the door!
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Get involved
Tap into WaterAid

Tap into WaterAid is a 
scheme where 
establishments ask 
customers for a donation 
to WaterAid when they 
order tap water. Chris 
Stewart has been running 
the Tap into WaterAid 
scheme at the Prince 

Albert pub in Brighton since March 2009.  
In the first ten months they collected over 
£2,000. They have a bottle on the bar and 
people give donations for tap water. Over 100 
establishments across the UK are running the 
scheme and it’s raised £25,000 so far.

Chris says: “We’ve always collected money for 
charity but when I went to India and saw the 
problems there I thought this [Tap into 
WaterAid] ticked all of the boxes. It’s really 
important, it doesn’t cost us anything to do 
and the money goes where it’s most needed.”

www.tapintowateraid.org

Buckets of 
Pennies 
Simply collect spare 
change in a bucket or 
empty water bottle and 
WaterAid will turn it into buckets of clean 
water. Request an appeal resource pack with 
bucket stickers or a collection box today! 
 
We are looking for groups to get involved with 
public collections on World Water Day, 22 March. 
Can you help? Email buckets@wateraid.org 
or visit www.wateraid.org/buckets.
 

Give us a phone!
Got an old mobile phone or 
two gathering dust in a 
drawer? Recycle them with 
WaterAid and help transform 
lives. We receive an average 
of £5 for every recycled 
mobile phone so just three 
handsets could enable one 
person to gain access to 
safe water, improved 
sanitation and hygiene. Visit 
www.wateraid.org/mobile 
for more information.

 

Sing for Water
Choirs and groups will be performing at Sing for 
Water events around the UK this summer. Go to 
www.singforwater.org or email singforwater@
wateraid.org and find out about events in your 
area. If your choir or group can hold an event for 
WaterAid please get in touch for free music 
resources and promotional materials.

New H&M range
Look out for H&M’s all new 
WaterAid range of swimwear, 
t-shirts and more, launching 
in stores this April!

Credit card in support of WaterAid 
During March, for each credit card opened, 
WaterAid will receive a double donation of 
£30, as well as further donations with 
every spend. Grab one today 
and give as you spend! 
www.wateraid.org/creditcard
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On the high street

Dates for 2010/2011

Brighton Marathon
18 April 
Best of luck to our team of over 200 runners in 
this new, exciting marathon. We are an official 
charity so please come along to cheer them on.

Virgin London Marathon
25 April
Calling all ballot place runners: join the 
WaterAid team now and raise funds for our 
work. We’ll provide full support and much 
needed cheers on the big day!

Bupa London 10,000
31 May
Take part in this 10k run around the famous 
sights of London; the route incorporates part of 
the 2012 Olympic Marathon route.

Munro Challenge
12 June
Have you got what it takes to get to the top? 
We aim to put a team on the top of each of 
Scotland’s Munros and mountains over  
3,000 feet in England, Wales and Ireland 
between 12 noon and 2pm on 12 June.  
www.wateraidmunrochallenge.org

London Triathlon
7 and 8 August
WaterAid is thrilled to be an official charity for 
the triathlon; take part and swim, cycle and run 
for water in the world’s largest triathlon!

Coast Along for WaterAid
11 September
Walk one or more of 200 sections of coast path 
around the country. Challenges are between 
four and 15 miles in length, and are graded 
easy, moderate, strenuous and severe.  
www.coastalongforwateraid.org

Big National Ceilidh
16 October
Dance for water by taking part in WaterAid’s 
Big National Ceilidh 2010.
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Volunteers needed
Come along and help at WaterAid events. 
We are looking for volunteers to help 
cheer and support our teams.  
Call 020 7793 2232 or email 
events@wateraid.org for more details. 
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For more  
information on 

our events please visit www.wateraid.org/getinvolved or call us on 020 7793 4594 unless otherwise stated.



Instruction to your Bank or Building Society to pay by Direct Debit
All you need to do is complete, cut off and return this form to:  
Freepost RRRZ-YRRB-ELKE, WaterAid, MELKSHAM SN12 6YY. DO NOT RETURN TO YOUR BANK. 

Name and full postal address of your Bank or  
Building Society 

Name(s) of Account Holder(s) 

Bank/Building Society Account Number 

       
Branch Sort Code 

  
–

   
–

  

To: The Manager  

  Bank/Building Society 

Branch address:

Postcode:

Title Initial Surname

Home address

 

  Postcode

Tel no.                                                                       (home/work/mobile)

Email 

Here’s my life-changing gift of

£2  £5  other £  each month until further notice.

Starting on the  1st   15th   25th  

Month M M   Year Y Y
should be at least four weeks 
from date of signing

Your support makes our vital work possible. We’d like to 
keep in touch with you to tell you more. If you don’t want 
to hear more from WaterAid and WaterAid Trading Ltd just 
let us know.

Make your gift achieve even more  Through Gift Aid any donation 
you give will be worth 28% more, at NO extra cost to you.

   Tick here if you would like WaterAid to reclaim the tax you 
have paid on all your donations made in the last six years, 
and any future donations you may make.*

* To qualify for Gift Aid, you must pay as much UK income and/or capital gains tax 
as WaterAid will reclaim in the tax year (6th April – 5th April).

Ref no: 10/O1/B1

Service User Number 

4
 0  6  

7
 8  

9
 

Reference Number (to be completed by WaterAid)

Date

 
Banks and Building Societies may not accept Direct Debit 
Instructions for some types of account.

Please note we are unable to process your direct debit and claim Gift Aid 
without your address and name details.

Instruction to your Bank or Building Society:  Please pay 
WaterAid Direct Debits from the account detailed in this 
Instruction subject to the safeguards assured by the 
Direct Debit Guarantee. I underdstand that this Instruction 
may remain with WaterAid and, if so, details will be 
passed electronically to my Bank/Building Society. 

Signature(s)

It’s a lot to ask we know. But look at it this 
way. If every household in our country gives just 
£2 a month, WaterAid would be able to start 
changing the lives of some of the 884 million 
people who still lack safe water.

Some might say that’s an impossible dream, but 
here at WaterAid we don’t. We know you can’t 
change a big problem without thinking big. Let’s 
face it, in our country every household takes safe 
water and sanitation as a human right. We could 
barely imagine life without them. What better 
reason for every household to give a little every 
month to share this life-changing good fortune?

What we do works, but we need to do more of it. 

Erika is 12, and lives in Mbalawala Village in 
Tanzania. She used to get up at 4am and walk 
two hours to fetch water. She missed a lot of 
school through sickness. WaterAid worked in 
her village for two years. Now it takes Erika 
just 15 minutes to get a bucket of clean water. 
She no longer misses school. Erika’s world is 
changing. For the better. 

We could take our solution anywhere and 
everywhere in this world of ours. But not without 
you. Be part of the world that children like Erika 
should be looking forward to. Please fill in the 
form and send it back today.

Be the change. 

Fifty two million  
pounds a month

I’ll be the change. 
Here’s my monthly gift of £2 a month.
Call now on 0300 123 4341 or fill in the form below. 
You can also donate online at www.wateraid.org/fiftytwomillion
Registered charity numbers 288701 (England and Wales) and SC039479 (Scotland)

If you 
already support 

our work, please pass this magazine on to family and friends who could help us reach even more 
people.


