Speaking out for WaterAid 

Primary School presentation notes
Slide 1
Introduce yourself and tell them why you’ve come

I have come to talk to you about water and how the water we have in this country compares with the water that some people in other countries have.

Have you used water today? I have. Before coming here today I’ve used it in X different ways.

Can you guess some?

For younger primary

Join in with me if you can guess the action. Clean teeth, wash face, glass of water, water plants, shower.

Join in with children

Shall we give the cat a drink, wash a saucepan clean etc 
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Water is essential to life. It covers 70% of the earth’s surface. Without water there would be no life on the planet at all. Yet some people have lots of safe water to use, whereas in other parts of the world there is much less water available and it is often dirty.

WaterAid is an international charity. They help the world’s poorest people gain access to things we use every day – safe water and toilets. They also help people learn about hygiene practices like washing hands before eating and after going to the loo. 

In this talk we will discuss why water, sanitation and hygiene are so important and how they affect the lives of children in the countries where WaterAid works. 
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It is so easy for us - we turn on the tap and water comes out! Our water is piped into our houses for baths, showers, loos, dishwashers, washing machines, radiators.

If you have time the children could tell you how they use the water that is piped to their house

There are a lot of people in the world who don’t have safe water to drink and wash in. They have water like this - show a bottle of dirty water.
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Mozambique

We are lucky we can use as much water as we need and we can have it when we want it.  

In many countries, like Mozambique where this picture was taken, people have to walk to collect water. That walk is often very long indeed, as far from here to <insert name of local place>. 

Have you ever carried water? – in a watering can or large container?

You could suggest that a child comes up to lift a container. Discuss the weight – in developing countries people often carry up to 20kgs of water. This is the equivalent to the weight allowance for an airline passenger. 
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Ghana

You could ask the children about their hobbies – what do they do before/after school.

If you lived in a country like Ghana, like these children, it might take you at least two hours a day to collect water. I imagine that you might spend two hours a day watching TV or playing with your friends after school. Collecting water is something that millions of children across the world have to do every day. They often do not have time for school or playing because of this task.  
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Burkina Faso

But the problem is not only the weight of the water and the distance it has to be carried, but where the water comes from. Often the only source of water for people living in the world’s poorest communities is a pond or riverbed. 

Can you imagine drinking this water? This is Sophie Zongo who lives in Burkina Faso. She is pictured here at the pond her village used to collect water from before WaterAid helped them install new, safe water points. 
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Ghana 

Or would you prefer this water? Imagine if the water you had to drink was also being used by animals, as well as hundreds of other people for their daily activities such as washing and bathing. Water like this can be full of the germs that spread life-threatening diseases, such as bilharzia, dysentery and typhoid. Every year 1.8 million children die from disease caused by unsafe water, this amounts to around 5,000 deaths a day. 
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Where does WaterAid work? 

I have mentioned two countries already. Can anyone remember what they were – do you know which continent they are on? 

WaterAid works in 17 countries in Africa, Asia and the Pacific region. They help the world’s poorest people overcome poverty by enabling them to gain access to safe water, sanitation and hygiene education. 

Older children could be asked to name more WaterAid countries. 
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Zambia

So we can all see why safe water and toilets are important. To help the world’s poorest people gain access to these essential things WaterAid works with communities to help them build and maintain water and sanitation facilities that enable them to look forward to a brighter future. 

Here is Robby Machindu hacking deeper into rocky ground under the baking sun. He is helping his community to dig a new well in Tambala village, Zambia. He says, “The problem of water for the community inspired me to volunteer to be part of the digging team. It is hot and very hard. I am tired but it is good to dig. I dig because children here have bilharzia from the stream.” 
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Bangladesh

Before WaterAid works with a community they must first find out what the people need. 

This picture is from Akkelpur village in Bangladesh, it shows a map the community has done of their village. The community walked around their village with a member of WaterAid’s project team and then made a large map showing all the water and toilet facilities in the area. By involving the community in this discussion the people were able to talk about their own problems and how they were going to solve them themselves. 

Everyone can then get involved in the project. People from all areas of the community will help with the work, from children who collect stones and building materials to older people who contribute with money and time. WaterAid helps with tools, support and training. 
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Zambia 

These women are breaking stones in Choobana village, Zambia. The stones will be used to improve the village’s well. 

Often in the communities where WaterAid works women are most affected by the lack of safe water and toilets but they usually have a lower status in the community than men. This means that their ideas are not always listened to. 

As I’ve said before women will usually be responsible for collecting water, they will also be responsible for cleaning the family home and caring for sick relatives. WaterAid involves women in the work it does across the world. They are trained to maintain water points or to pass on hygiene messages. These important roles help women improve their status within their communities.
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India

These women live in the Mahoba region of India, they have been trained as handpump mechanics so that they are able to maintain the community’s water supply, ensuring it will work long into the future. 

Why do you think it is important that everyone gets involved?    

If people contribute their savings, time and effort to work towards something, they will care more about it. Think about a something you really, really wanted, a toy or game perhaps. When you saved up your pocket money or did extra chores to make enough money to get it didn’t it feel extra special knowing you had earned it? I am sure you still look after that special thing and make sure that your brothers, sisters or friends don’t break it, that your dog doesn’t chew it or your parents don’t tidy it away!  

When people contribute to a WaterAid project they feel proud when it is completed and they will protect and look after it for years to come.
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Zambia
As we know WaterAid does just help communities gain access to safe water. They also work to enable people to build latrines and learn about hygiene. 

A new water supply can easily become polluted and unsafe if the community does not have somewhere clean and private to go to the loo. Imagine if this school had no toilets – would you want to come to school? Would your teachers?  

Poor sanitation means bad health. Bacteria, viruses and parasites found in human waste kill millions of people every year.  

Here is Rosemary Mande in Sichiyanda village, Zambia, with her new latrine. Since building her toilet Rosemary has seen the difference in the health of her family, she says, “There are currently three children and three grandchildren in my household. They are all cleaner now and so we have much less disease.”  
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India

This is Nita she is on the water committee at her school in Uttar Pradesh, India. The water committee is responsible for making sure that the other school children practise good hygiene and sanitation. 

Nita says, “When we collect water we have to clean the pot, cover it, and use a ladle to take water out. If we don’t do this young children put their hands in it and the water becomes dirty. We keep water covered so that dust will not go inside. Hands can be very dirty so we should wash them, especially after using the latrine. 

“In the water committee, we collect water, clean the pots, get water from the handpumps, and when the children ask for water, we get it for them. We make the children stand in a line to get clean drinking water. One person will pour the water and drink without letting their mouth touch the pot. In the morning we clean the pots – if we don’t do this, the dirt will come.”
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Uganda 
Is it surprising that people feel so happy when WaterAid works in their community? 

It does not cost a great deal to make a big difference. Just £15 is enough to enable one person in the developing world to gain access to a lasting supply of water, sanitation and hygiene education. In Bangladesh £180 will pay for a well and handpump which could bring safe water to 15 families and in Tanzania £350 is enough to pay for a toilet block for a school.

Ask the children – How do people’s lives change when WaterAid works with their village?:

No more worries about disease and illness from dirty water

No more long walks each day 

Time for the children to go to school

Time for the mothers to weave baskets to sell/ grow and sell crops
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Madagascar

WaterAid’s vision is of a world where everyone has access to safe water and sanitation. With your support many more people in Africa, Asia and the Pacific region will be able to gain access to safe water and toilets close to home, helping them to look forward to a future free from poverty and disease.
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End
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