Radio Commentary
World Toilet day
Today is World Toilet Day. 19th November was declared 'World Toilet Day' in 2001 by 17 toilet associations around the world. Since then there has been established an annual World Toilet Summit and many other regional conferences. Each toilet association has also engaged in many activities promoting clean toilets in their own respective countries.
Since 2001, World Toilet Day has become a global platform for academics, sanitation experts, toilet designers, environmentalists and other professionals to share the latest on rural and urban toilets. 

The celebration of World Toilet Day has not yet been institutionalized in Ghana as we have for other international days like World Water Day, World Environment Day and others. However, the significance of the World Toilet Day cannot be overemphasized.

Every individual in the world needs to defecate at least once a day. It is a call to which everybody finds extremely difficult to respond. In some circumstances it is indeed an emergency call, to which a delayed response can lead to a total disgrace.
Many households in Ghana lack this basic facility called toilet. Householders are therefore compelled, at the best opportunity, to share toilet facilities with other households if available. In some large compound houses, it is a common scene to see people in the same house in long queues waiting for their turn only to defecate.

In many suburbs of most of our cities, the only toilet facilities available are the public toilets. But according to the Environmental Health and Sanitation Directorate, public toilets are intended for transient populations and areas of intense public activities. 
Though some of these public toilet facilities are neat and convenient for the public to use, there are thousands of them that are simply unacceptable for human use. In some cases users, especially the males have to take off their shirts before they enter since they cannot bear the stench that will follow them after using the place. 
For international comparison, a safe toilet facility is defined as the one that hygienically separates human faeces from human contact. This facility should also be used at the household level and must not be shared with any other household. In a recent report by the UNICEF/WHO Joint Monitoring Programme, only ten percent of the Ghanaian population, representing about 2.2 million people used safe household toilet facilities in 2006. This is because majority of the people used shared toilet facilities or public latrines.

The most dangerous revelation in the report is that more than four million Ghanaians resort to open defecation due to lack of decent household toilets. Some of the consequences of such practice are that it opens up a lot of avenues for the spread of diseases. This is because many of them are washed into water bodies that we drink. Flies also get the chance to transport some of the faeces back into the food that we eat, while the air we breathe is also polluted.

More than ten million Ghanaians are reported to be currently enjoying the benefits of the Health Insurance Scheme. But accordance to health experts in Ghana, about 80% of all OPD cases are sanitation and water related. Therefore one of the surest ways to sustain the scheme and diversify its benefits is to apply disease prevention measures to minimize the incidence of the spread of diseases. The best way to prevent diseases will obviously be a proper management of faeces in the country. 

The theme for this year’s World Toilet Day celebration is “We Deserve Better.” Ghanaians surely deserve better toilet facilities at the household level so that their dignity will always be protected. Women no longer have to travel deep into the field before finding an obscure place to defecate. Men no longer have to be seen squatting naked over the Odor River near the famous Kwame Nkrumah Circle in Accra and the Subin River in Kumasi, defying all shame to defecate in public!

The government surely has to enforce the building code, which surely includes a clause that there must be a toilet facility in every house. Landlords do not need to be told that they must secure a convenient place for defecation in their houses. The media should support the campaign to educate the masses and to shame those who defecate in public. Ghanaians in general must also understand that whenever they defecate in the open, whether in the bush, in rivers, in gutters or at the beach, the faeces will find its way back into their mouths and affect their health.

While we construct more and better toilet facilities, we should not ignore the special needs of the physically challenged members of our society, the aged, pregnant women, and the blind and little children. They all deserve better toilet facilities that are friendly to them so that they are not compelled to resort to unhygienic ways of easing themselves.
Ghanaians surely deserve more and better toilet facilities. The toilet facilities themselves also deserve better recognition and respect as a place where everybody, irrespective of social or economic status must visit at least once a day.
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