Speaking out for WaterAid

Rotary presentation notes
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WaterAid

In 1981 representatives from the UK Water Industry set up the independent charity WaterAid to mark the beginning of the UN Decade of Water. Since then WaterAid has worked with some of the world’s poorest communities and has reached over 11 million people with lasting supplies of safe water. 
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Rotary Emblem 

Rotary Clubs in Great Britain and Ireland have played a vital role in WaterAid’s development. Having supported the charity since the mid eighties, Rotarians have given over £2 million to WaterAid’s long-term water and sanitation projects in rural and urban areas of Africa and Asia. Rotarians currently donate around £150,000 a year to WaterAid’s ongoing work.
It costs just £15 for WaterAid to provide one person in the developing world with a lasting supply of safe water, sanitation and hygiene education, so we should be proud to know that the generosity of Rotary Clubs is enough to benefit 130,000 people. 
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Tanzania

However there is still much work to do. Currently one in eight people worldwide lack safe water to drink and 2.5 billion people have nowhere to go to the toilet. As a result 5,000 children die every day from preventable water-related diseases. 
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Tanzania 
WaterAid’s work incorporates low cost, appropriate technology, such as this hygienic pit latrine, protected wells and simple handpumps. Alongside this they have a programme of hygiene education which teaches communities about the importance of keeping drinking water uncontaminated and latrines and household utensils clean. Research shows that the integrated approach of providing water, sanitation and hygiene reduces the number of deaths caused by diarrhoeal diseases by an average of 65%. 
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Tanzania
WaterAid has worked with many communities in rural area of Africa and Asia but increasingly in recent years work has focused on urban centres where the need for WaterAid’s work is acute. For example in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania more than 1,000 people use this open tin drum well in the slum of Sandari. Not only is it unprotected but extremely close to a pond contaminated with human waste, causing frequent cholera outbreaks.
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Tanzania

WaterAid and its partners work with individuals and families in their communities and use a mixture of low-cost technologies to deliver lasting water, sanitation and hygiene solutions.

To ensure that new facilities last long into the future WaterAid’s projects ensure that the community who will use the facilities is also the one who set up and maintain it. While WaterAid, its partners and its supporters provide funds, technical knowledge and advice, the local knowledge, labour and motivation of local people is crucial. This method of working has been key to WaterAid’s success since 1981.
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Tanzania

WaterAid and its local partners have had experience of working with communities who have benefited from water projects such as wells and handpumps that have since fallen into disrepair. Often Rotarians and other supporters question why this continues to happen. It is the lack of community involvement and ownership that creates this problem. 

WaterAid’s projects prevent this from happening by ensuring that the community plans, builds, manages and ultimately owns their new water and sanitation facilities and hygiene education programme. 
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Tanzania

WaterAid and its partners also train members of the community to maintain handpumps, promote hygiene messages and to manage new facilities.
Javan Mligwa is the water pump attendant for Mbalawala village in central Tanzania. He has received technical training and he ensures that the diesel pump is always working so that the community tapstands have a frequent supply of water. Javan will operate the diesel pump for two hours a day (from 8-10am). The water fills a tank which is about 1.4 kms away on a hill, this then feeds water into nine village tapstands.  
 
The community members pay a small, affordable charge for their water from which Javan receives a modest wage.
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Tanzania

The impact of safe water, sanitation and hygiene education are immense. 

Rosa Lembile, pictured here wearing a green shirt, is a member of her local water committee in Chawa village, Tanzania. Rosa says: “Life before the clean water was horrendous. We spent all our time collecting water from wells around the area and we were always sick with eye and skin problems and diarrhoea.
“Now we are so much happier because we have a clean source of water close to home and we don’t get the diseases we used to. There have been so many changes in our role as women. Now we have more time to do constructive things like making pots, collecting firewood and playing with our children. As women in the village we definitely have a louder voice, the men listen to us more. We’ll build a clinic in our village and because more people will come to live here we’ll get a bigger engine for our water pump. We act as a community now, which gives us more power.”
 
It is clear from Rosa’s words that the water and sanitation project has helped women here save time previously spent collecting water and allowed them to engage in activities to work themselves out of poverty.
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Tanzania

Access to safe water and sanitation enables people to take their first, essential step out of poverty. It is the foundation of development. Without safe water people get sick and often spend their scarce resources on basic healthcare. Schools are unsuccessful because children miss school as they are collecting water or ill from water-related diseases. Teachers will often only choose to work in schools where there are good water and sanitation facilities.
 
WaterAid’s projects have proven to impact on the education of the young people in the areas where water and sanitation projects have been carried out. Evidence shows that 11% more girls attend school when sanitation is available. 
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Tanzania
This is made clear by Erika Makalli from Mbalawala village, Tanzania:
“Before we got clean water in the village my life was so very different. I was constantly sick and had horrible, itchy skin because I could never wash properly. I was always suffering with stomach cramps and diarrhoea. I had to get up at 4am and walk a long distance to find water. It took two hours and I could only collect a small amount of water to take home. That meant that Mum had to spend most of the day finding water so that we’d have enough to drink and cook with. I used to try and rush to get to school and wouldn’t be able to wash or have any breakfast beforehand. Most of the time I missed school altogether because I was sick or just exhausted. There were so many diseases in this village. In fact the school closed down for 10 months because so many children were sick it wasn’t worth opening it.  
 
“I feel I can at last look forward to a brighter future. Perhaps I will be a health and hygiene teacher when I leave school. If I still had dirty water I wouldn’t be going to school anymore.  I probably wouldn’t have had any real education at all.’’
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Tanzania
Rotarians in Great Britain and Ireland have supported WaterAid’s work with great enthusiasm and drive to help communities to help themselves. Donations that are received from Rotary Clubs are treated differently to many other donations in that they fund WaterAid’s programme work in Tanzania directly.
Slide 13
So I hope that your Club will work with WaterAid this year and help more communities like Rosa’s, Erika’s and Jayan’s gain water for life to enable them to work themselves out of poverty.
Your continued support is vital to WaterAid’s ongoing work. 
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