Speaking out for WaterAid

Secondary School assembly presentation notes
Slide 1 
Introduction 
Introduce yourself and explain why you are there 

Explain what WaterAid does. Here are some suggestions you could include:

· WaterAid is an international charity that helps the world’s poorest people gain access to safe water, sanitation and hygiene education

· WaterAid works in 17 countries in Africa, Asia and the Pacific Region. In these countries people are often unable to find safe water to drink and must walk to collect it from unsafe sources such as rivers or ponds 
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Bangladesh 

Introduction to WaterAid 

Refer to the picture: Many people across the world collect water from ponds like this one in Bangladesh. They know that the water they collect is not clean but they have no other choice but to use it. 

Suggestion: You could use a bottle of ‘dirty’ water to illustrate the kind of water people in these countries often have to drink. Use a couple of spoonfuls of gravy or coffee granules and mix them with water.

Explain why the work the work of WaterAid is so important. 

One in eight people worldwide do not have access to water and 2.5 billion people live without a toilet. Without safe water children often miss out on school because they have to walk for miles to collect water for their families. Every day 5,000 children die from diseases caused by unsafe drinking water and poor sanitation. 

Explain why water and toilets are essential to our health and well-being and how it is an important feature of our daily lives. 

Suggestion: Ask the children to imagine their school without any toilets. It would be embarrassing to have to find somewhere else to go. In the developing world teenage girls often drop out of school when there are no toilets. 

Suggestion: You could ask the children if they can think of examples of how they use water. 
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Nigeria

How WaterAid works

Explain how WaterAid helps communities gain access to clean water, sanitation and hygiene education. This could include:

· A brief explanation of how WaterAid works with local partners and communities to help them set up and manage sustainable projects. WaterAid knows that projects are long lasting when a whole community is responsible for the setting up, maintenance and management of them 
· What is involved in the water, sanitation and hygiene education projects
Suggestion: Refer to the picture to show how the community gets involved with the projects. In this picture, members of a community in Nigeria are using materials provided by WaterAid to construct a slab for a new latrine. 
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Nepal 

Bikash and Sandesh both attend Mahendra School in Pokhara, Nepal. WaterAid helped to build a water and sanitation block at their school as well as a rainwater harvesting scheme.

Bikash (on the left of the picture) feels that since having access to water, sanitation and hygiene education at his school there has been an improvement in his health and studies. He says: “I used to bring water from home but when I forgot to bring it, we used to have to walk 15 minutes downhill to collect it from a natural spring. Students used to get dizzy and faint from a lack of water before but now that has reduced. Now it is closer and we’re certain it will be there.

“We used to have to go to the loo around the school but now we don’t. The smell has reduced and we clean the toilet regularly. There are no problems like before. We have brushes and toilet cleaning materials which are provided by the school. We clean the toilet when we notice it is dirty.

“We learnt how to keep clean, that our uniform should be clean, to drink clean water and to eat a balanced diet. We tell our parents and our friends. They say it’s a very good thing and they also do these things.”
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Uganda
How you can help

Explain how their support is vital in helping more people like Bikash and Sandesh gain access to safe water, sanitation and hygiene education. 

Suggestion: Provide a shopping list of what their donation could buy. 

For example: 

£17
could pay for a hygiene promotion puppet show in Burkina Faso

£75 
could set up a school health club in Uganda

£154 
could pay for one community health camp in Nepal
£325 
could pay for a tapstand providing water for between 220 and 300 people in Bangladesh
Suggestion: You could help to fundraise for WaterAid in many different and exciting ways. You could hold a bake sale, a raffle, have a non-uniform day or request our Walk for Water and Buckets of Pennies fundraising packs which are full of great ideas!
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End
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