TEMPLATE PRESS RELEASE

Below is a template press release which you can send to your local media. Follow the steps below to complete the press release:

· Fill in all the missing information highlighted in brackets, including your contact details at the bottom the press release.

·  Amend the quote to suit your own voice.
· Add in any other information you feel is relevant.

· Don’t forget to remove the template brackets and grey highlights. 

· Copy the finished press release into your email. 
· Email the press release to your local newspapers and radio stations via their news desks. You can find the contact details for most of your local news desks online on the newspaper or radio station’s website. 
· You can encourage your local newspaper to come and take photos by creating a photo opportunity. Why not invite your local MP to come and toast the launch of the initiative with a glass of water?
For any further advice or information, please call 020 7793 2245
.……………………………………………………………………………………
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{insert date}
{Insert pub/ Restaurant name} Taps into WaterAid!
Photo opportunity: On {Insert full date and time} patrons of {insert establishment name} will be at {insert establishment} to toast the {pub’s/café’s/ restaurant’s} launch of the Tap into WaterAid initiative, with a glass of clean water.

Launching on {insert date/month e.g. World Water Day, 22 March}, customers of {insert establishment name} in {insert area} will be encouraged to make a voluntary donation to the international charity WaterAid when they request tap water.
Over 450 pubs, restaurants, cafes and hotels across the UK have signed up to take part in Tap into WaterAid, whereby customers are encouraged to make a small donation to WaterAid when they order tap water. All funds raised go towards WaterAid’s life-saving work, ensuring access to safe water, hygiene and sanitation throughout Africa, Asia and the Pacific region.
Nearly 900 million people around the world live without access to safe water and a staggering 2.6 billion have to cope without adequate sanitation, causing preventable diseases that kill 4000 children every single day.  
{Insert name}, owner/manager of {insert establishment name} said:

 “I think Tap into WaterAid will be really popular with our customers. Even small donations make a huge difference to communities living without clean water and every penny adds up. I hope more {pubs/restaurants/cafés} in the {town/region} will feel inspired to get involved.” 

Under the government’s mandatory code for the industry, which took effect in April 2010, licensed premises are obliged to provide patrons with free tap water. Tap into WaterAid gives establishments an opportunity to put a positive spin on the code while raising funds for WaterAid. 

WaterAid’s Susie Henderson said: “We’re delighted that {Insert pub/ Restaurant name} are supporting the initiative. It costs just £15 for WaterAid to bring safe water, sanitation and hygiene education to someone in poverty, so the momentum we could create with Tap into WaterAid could literally change lives.”
To find out more, visit www.tapintowateraid.org or email tapintowateraid@wateraid.org
ENDS
For more information contact {insert your name} on {insert telephone number} or email {insert email address}
Or/ Brenda McIlwraith at WaterAid on 020 7793 2245 or email brendamcilwraith@wateraid.org
Notes to Editors:

WaterAid’s vision is of a world where everyone has access to safe water and sanitation.  The international organisation works in 26 countries across Africa, Asia and the Pacific region to transform lives by improving access to safe water, hygiene and sanitation in some of the world’s poorest communities.  Over the past 30 years, WaterAid has reached almost 16 million people with safe water and, since 2004, over 11 million people with sanitation.  For more information, visit www.wateraid.org, follow @wateraid on Twitter or visit us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/wateraid  
· At least 4,000 children die every day as a result of diseases caused by unclean water and poor sanitation. 

· 884 million people in the world do not have access to safe water. This is roughly one in eight of the world's population.

· 2.6 billion people in the world do not have access to adequate sanitation, this is almost two fifths of the world's population.
· For every $1 invested in water and sanitation, $8 is returned in increased productivity.
· Just £15 can enable one person to access safe water, improved hygiene and sanitation. 
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