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Press Release/Photo Opportunity: 

Photo Opportunity: On {date e.g. 22 March 2010} at {time}, people in {your location} are available for photos while participating in the Great Soroptimist Tea Party
The {insert area} Soroptimist Club are celebrating their 75th anniversary by holding a {tea party/coffee morning/ garden party} on World Water Day, 22 March 2010, to raise money for the charity WaterAid.

The event is being held as part of The Great Soroptimist Tea Party which commemorates 75 years since the Soroptimist International Great Britain and Ireland (SIGBI) was founded. Soroptimist clubs all over the UK are holding tea parties and coffee mornings on and around World Water Day to raise money for WaterAid, the leading charity working to improve access to safe water, hygiene and sanitation in the world’s poorest communities.

{Insert name}, {Title, e.g. group leader} said: “To celebrate the 75th anniversary we are raising money for WaterAid because, for women in particular, safe water brings incalculable benefits: more time for the family and for work, better health and a cleaner environment. In Africa, for example, 40 billion working hours are spent carrying water each year, with the bulk of this burden falling to women and their children. 

“We hope the Great Soroptimist Tea Party will help many more women in extreme poverty and their families gain access to safe water and sanitation. “

Soroptimist International is a dynamic organisation consisting of professional and business women. The organisation is committed to a world where women and girls together achieve their individual potential, realise their aspirations and have an equal voice in creating strong and peaceful communities worldwide.

The {tea party/coffee morning/ garden party} will be held at {insert location} on {insert date}, from {insert times}. 

{Include any more information about the event here, e.g. speakers attending or anyone of particular local interest}

For more details, or if you would like to take part, call {insert your number}.

ENDS

To arrange an interview or photos call {insert your name} on {insert your number}, or email {insert your email address}.

Notes to Editors:
For more information about Soroptimist International Great Britain and Ireland, visit: http://soroptimist-gbi.co.uk
WaterAid’s vision is of a world where everyone has access to safe water and sanitation.  Our mission is to transform lives by improving access to safe water, hygiene and sanitation in the world’s poorest communities.  We work with partners and influence decision-makers to maximise our impact.  www.wateraid.org 

· At least 4000 children die every day as a result of diseases caused by unclean water and poor sanitation. 

· 884 million people in the world do not have access to safe water. This is roughly one in eight of the world's population.

· 2.5 billion people in the world do not have access to adequate sanitation, this is almost two fifths of the world's population.

· Just £15 can enable one person to access safe water, improved hygiene and sanitation. 
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