
Sanitation,  
Hygiene and  
Water for All
A Call to Action
1  �Make sanitation, hygiene and water a key focus in 

the Australian Government’s policy on international 
development assistance

2  ��Make a commitment to allocating more and predictable 
resources to sanitation, hygiene and water over the long-
term and allocate $500 million per year by 2015

3  ��Focus Australian aid for sanitation, hygiene and water on 
basic services in poor countries that are most likely to 
miss achieving the water and sanitation MDG targets and 
build capacity in these countries

4  ��Champion sanitation, hygiene and water at the regional 
and international level

What you can do
•  �Pledge to use your influence to help end the sanitation, 

hygiene and water crisis

•  Champion these four calls

For more information or to discuss please contact James Wicken: 
james.wicken@wateraid.org.au / 03 9872 1742
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3 �
Focus Australian aid for sanitation, 
hygiene and water on basic services 
in poor countries that are most likely 
to miss achieving the water and 
sanitation MDG targets and build 
capacity in these countries

Australia should target its aid for 
sanitation, hygiene and water at people 
who lack access to these services in the 
poorest countries and the countries that 
are least likely to meet their MDG targets 
for sanitation and water20. Currently 
Least Developed Countries receive only 
42% of international aid for water and 
sanitation21. This proportion must be 
increased to ensure aid reaches where it  
is needed most22. 

Governments have the responsibility to 
provide sanitation and water services to 
their citizens. Australian aid should aim to 
strengthen the capacity of government in 
these countries to provide these services 
without external assistance. This capacity-
building challenge requires a long-term 
Australian commitment. 

We call on the Australian government to:

•  �Target aid for sanitation, hygiene and 
water to providing basic services23 for 
unserved communities in the poorest 
countries and countries that are least 
likely to meet their MDG targets for 
sanitation and water.

•  �Ensure that aid supports the 
development of national capacity to 
provide sanitation and water services 
and bring about changes in hygiene 
behaviour. 

4 �
Champion sanitation, hygiene and 
water at the regional and global levels

The main causes of this global sanitation 
and water crisis are a lack of political 
will and leadership, poor targeting of 
donor finance, and limited capacity 
in developing countries to plan 
and use funds effectively24. In April 
2010, governments around the world 
established Sanitation and Water for 
All: A Global Framework for Action, a 
partnership to directly address these 
barriers to universal access25. 

Australia is surrounded by countries 
affected by the sanitation and water 
crisis. The Pacific is off-track on both  
the sanitation and water MDG targets.  
In Indonesia 58 million people still 
practice open defecation26. Australia 
holds influence in the South East Asia 
and Pacific regions and should use  
this to play a leadership role in tackling 
this crisis.

We call on the Australian government to:

•  �Join the new global partnership 
Sanitation and Water for All, send 
ministerial-level representation to the 
partnership’s High Level Meetings 
and allocate resources to support the 
partnership’s work in countries most 
unlikely to meet their MDG targets.

•  �Take a leadership role in this sector in 
the South East Asia and Pacific regions 
and use its influence to give the 
highest priority to mobilising political 
will among our neighbours to give 
greater attention to sanitation,  
hygiene and water.
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Uganda, Cameroon and Uganda undertaken between 
1999-2001and in Nigeria in 2008, access to safe and 
affordable drinking water was the highest preference for 
the majority of respondents. 

12  �In the 11 years following 1997 the proportion of 
development aid allocated to sanitation and drinking 
water fell from 8% to 5% (WHO (2010) UN Global Annual 
Assessment of Sanitation and Drinking Water: Targeting 
resources for better results)

13  �Black et al (2010) ‘Global, regional and national causes of 
child mortality in 2008: a systematic analysis’, in Lancet 
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14  �AusAID (2009) Australian aid to water supply and 
sanitation services in East Timor and Indonesia:  
Evaluation Report

15  �Hutton G, Bartram J (2008) Global costs of attaining 
the Millennium Development Goals for water supply  
and sanitation

16  �The Millennium Development Goal targets for water and 
sanitation are to halve, by 2015, the proportion of people 
without sustainable access to safe drinking-water and 
basic sanitation. 

17  �The cost of meeting the MDG for water and sanitation is 
estimated at USD 70 billion per year (Hutton and Bartram, 
2008). If donors assume one-third of this burden, then 
total aid required would be around USD 23.3 billion per 
year or AUD 25.7 billion at 90c exchange rate with USD. 
This burden sharing ratio acknowledges that the bulk of 
responsibility should lie with developing countries but that 
significant support is required from donors if the targets 
are to be met, particularly in the low income countries. 
Based on Australia’s share of OECD wealth, 2%, Australia’s 
fair share is estimated at AUD 500 million per year.

18  �In the 2010/11 Federal Budget around AUD 180 million 
was allocated to water and sanitation (Budget: Australia’s 
International Development Assistance Program (2010)) 

19  �WHO (2010) UN Global Annual Assessment of Sanitation 
and Drinking Water: Targeting resources for better results
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Place the Tools to Achieve Universal and Sustainable 
Access to Sanitation and Drinking Water)
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22  �Over 2006-2008 Jordan received an average of $500 in 
aid for every person without access to water, while Chad 
only received $3. Over 2006-2008 Georgia received an 
average of $250 in aid for every person without access 
to sanitation, while Nepal only received $1 (WHO (2010) 
UN Global Annual Assessment of Sanitation and Drinking 
Water: Targeting resources for better results)

23  �Development assistance for basic sanitation and water 
services has declined from 27% to 16% of sector aid over 
the last 5 years. Basic drinking-water systems are defined 
as drinking-water supply through low-cost technologies; 
basic sanitation systems are defined as latrines, small-
bore sewers and on-site disposal (WHO (2010) UN Global 
Annual Assessment of Sanitation and Drinking Water: 
Targeting resources for better results)
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For more information or to discuss please 
contact James Wicken:

03 9872 1742 
james.wicken@wateraid.org.au 

2 �
Make a commitment to allocating 
more and predictable resources to 
sanitation, hygiene and water over 
the long-term and allocate $500 
million per year by 2015

When asked to identify what would 
improve their lives the most, poor people 
consistently prioritise access to safe 
water11. Yet governments and donors do 
not reflect this priority in their budgets12. 
This is despite the fact that the global 
evidence-base shows that preventable 
diarrhoea deaths, caused by unsafe  
water and poor sanitation, are the  
second leading cause of child mortality 
globally and the leading cause in Sub-
Saharan Africa13. 

Until recently Australia was allocating just 
1.5% of its international development 
assistance to water and sanitation14. This 
proportion has increased over the last two 
years and the current Water and Sanitation 
Initiative will result in improved water 
and sanitation services for hundreds of 
thousands of people in many countries. 

We are strongly supportive of these steps. 

There is no quick fix to the global 
sanitation and water crisis; it requires a 
long-term response from governments. 
Changing the sanitation and hygiene 
behaviours of millions of people and 
building the capacity of communities and 
governments to operate and maintain 
facilities takes time. Australia’s increased 
investment in water, sanitation and 
hygiene will only have impact if it is 
continued in the long term.  

It is estimated that it will cost  
US$70 billion per year15 to reach the 
Millennium Development Goals for  
water and sanitation16. 

Australia’s fair share of these costs, 
estimated by taking into consideration 
the proportion of this cost to be covered 
by donors and Australia’s share of donor 
wealth, is estimated at AUD 500 million 
per year17. To reach this level Australia’s 
allocations to sanitation, hygiene and 
water need to be increased threefold18. 

The number of people without sanitation 
is almost three times greater than the 
number of people without access to 
safe drinking water. Yet donors and 
governments allocate much less funding 
to sanitation than to water19. Funding 
for sanitation needs to be significantly 
increased and the Australian Government 
should report separately on the amount 
allocated to sanitation. 

For this increased investment to be used 
effectively, the Australian Government’s 
human resource allocation to planning 
and management of sanitation, hygiene 
and water programs also needs to be 
significantly increased. 

We call on the Australian government to:

•  �Increase the level of aid allocated to 
sanitation, hygiene and water to meet 
Australia’s fair share of AUD 500 million 
per year and commit to meeting its fair 
share by 2015 and beyond. 

•  �Ensure that at least 50% of funding 
for sanitation, hygiene and water is 
allocated to sanitation and report 
separately on the allocations made for 
sanitation. 

•  �Increase the level of human resources 
and expertise dedicated to sanitation, 
hygiene promotion and water.

We call on the Government of Australia to:

1
 �Make sanitation, hygiene and 
water a key focus in the Australian 
Government’s policy on international 
development assistance

If the Australian Government’s 
international development assistance 
program aims to reduce poverty and 
promote economic growth, the case for 
investing in sanitation, hygiene and  
water is clear:

•  �Safe water and sanitation are basic 
human rights that underpin health, 
education and development. 

•  �Success in reaching most of the 
international targets for development, 
described in the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs), depends 
on progress in sanitation, hygiene and 
water7. For example, the child mortality 
target cannot be met until diarrhoea, 
the second leading cause of child 
deaths, is addressed in a preventive 
manner. Without access to water, toilets 
and facilities to manage menstrual 
hygiene in schools, targets on girls’ 
education cannot be met. 

•  �Health and education programs are 
more effective where sanitation, 
hygiene and water are integrated into 
the programs. 

The economic case for investing in 
sanitation, hygiene and water is  
also clear:

•  �For every $1 invested in sanitation 
and water, $8 is returned to national 
economies in increased productivity 
and a reduced burden on healthcare8. 

•  �The economic benefits of achieving 
universal access to sanitation and 
drinking water are estimated at  
US$171 billion per year9. 

•  �The World Bank has assessed hygiene 
promotion and sanitation to be two of 
the most cost-effective child survival 
interventions10.

The next framework for Australia’s aid 
program should recognise sanitation, 
hygiene and water as central to improving 
health, education and gender equality, to 
reducing poverty and to supporting sound 
economic growth. 

We call on the Australian Government to:

•  �Prioritise sanitation, hygiene and 
water as essential basic services in 
the Australian Government’s policy on 
international development assistance. 

•  �Ensure that sanitation, hygiene and 
water are appropriately integrated into 
Australia’s aid programs for health and 
education. 

Each year there are 
over 1.4 million child 
deaths from diarrhoea– 
roughly equivalent to the 
under-five population of 
Australia…

When asked to identify 
what would improve 
their lives the most, 
poor people consistently 
prioritise access to 
safe water11.

For every $1 invested 
in sanitation and 
water, $8 is returned to 
national economies in 
increased productivity 
and a reduced burden on 
healthcare8.
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Call to Action:

1  �Make sanitation, hygiene and 
water a key focus in the Australian 
Government’s policy on international 
development assistance

2  �Make a commitment to allocating 
more and predictable resources to 
sanitation, hygiene and water over 
the long-term and allocate $500 
million per year by 2015

3  �Focus Australian aid for sanitation, 
hygiene and water on basic services 
in poor countries that are most likely 
to miss achieving the water and 
sanitation MDG targets and build 
capacity in these countries

4  �Champion sanitation, hygiene 
and water at the regional and 
international level

Read on for more details  
on each call
For more information or to discuss 
please contact James Wicken: 
james.wicken@wateraid.org.au /  
03 9872 1742

There is a global crisis in sanitation 
and water. 2.6 billion people do 
not have access to sanitation; this 
is almost two-fifths of the world’s 
population. 884 million people, 
roughly one in eight people, do 
not have access to safe water1. 
The Australian Government should 
redouble its ongoing efforts to tackle 
this unacceptable situation.

The human cost of this crisis is 
staggering and it hits children and 
women hardest. 4,000 children die 
needlessly each day from preventable 
diseases caused by poor sanitation, 
inadequate hygiene and unclean 
water2. Each year this results in 
over 1.4 million child deaths from 
diarrhoea – roughly equivalent to the 
under-five population of Australia 
lost to an entirely preventable public 
health crisis3. More children die from 
diarrhoea than malaria, measles and 
HIV/AIDS combined. Women and girls 
toil for hours each day collecting water 
and endure the indignities of open 
defecation, trapping them in a cycle of 
poverty and inequality. The increased 
frequency of droughts, floods and 
other extreme events associated with 
climate is worsening the crisis in 
water and sanitation4.

This crisis is entirely avoidable. 
We know the solutions and they 
are affordable. When communities 
practice good hygiene behaviours, 
use toilets and  have access to a 
safe water supply, their lives are 
transformed. 

Around 100 years ago, Australia 
faced its own public health crisis 
with child mortality rates similar to 
those in developing countries today.  
Australian politicians took action and 
laid the foundations for improved 
health by establishing a network of 
sanitation and water services in our 
cities and promoting safe hygiene 
behaviours.

Today Australians are again acutely 
aware of the importance of water for 
our nation’s health and prosperity. 
The Australian public appreciate 
the value of water and Australian 
politicians are taking action to secure 
our water supplies now and into the 
future. 

We need our current politicians to 
show the same political will, vision 
and leadership internationally if we 
are going to honour our promises to 
play a role as a good global citizen 
and eliminate poverty across the 
world5.

The organisations listed below 
are representatives of the WASH 
Reference Group and are supported by 
hundreds of thousands of households 
across Australia6. Our supporters want 
to see their elected representatives 
championing sustainable solutions to 
poverty. 

Safe water and sanitation are basic 
human rights. Only by ensuring 
universal access to sanitation 
and water is it possible to make 
sustainable gains in health, education 
and economic growth. 
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Sanitation,  
Hygiene and  
Water for All
A Call to Action
What you can do

•  �Pledge to use your influence to 
help end the sanitation, hygiene 
and water crisis

•  �Champion these four calls



3 �
Focus Australian aid for sanitation, 
hygiene and water on basic services 
in poor countries that are most likely 
to miss achieving the water and 
sanitation MDG targets and build 
capacity in these countries

Australia should target its aid for 
sanitation, hygiene and water at people 
who lack access to these services in the 
poorest countries and the countries that 
are least likely to meet their MDG targets 
for sanitation and water20. Currently 
Least Developed Countries receive only 
42% of international aid for water and 
sanitation21. This proportion must be 
increased to ensure aid reaches where it  
is needed most22. 

Governments have the responsibility to 
provide sanitation and water services to 
their citizens. Australian aid should aim to 
strengthen the capacity of government in 
these countries to provide these services 
without external assistance. This capacity-
building challenge requires a long-term 
Australian commitment. 

We call on the Australian government to:

•  �Target aid for sanitation, hygiene and 
water to providing basic services23 for 
unserved communities in the poorest 
countries and countries that are least 
likely to meet their MDG targets for 
sanitation and water.

•  �Ensure that aid supports the 
development of national capacity to 
provide sanitation and water services 
and bring about changes in hygiene 
behaviour. 

4 �
Champion sanitation, hygiene and 
water at the regional and global levels

The main causes of this global sanitation 
and water crisis are a lack of political 
will and leadership, poor targeting of 
donor finance, and limited capacity 
in developing countries to plan 
and use funds effectively24. In April 
2010, governments around the world 
established Sanitation and Water for 
All: A Global Framework for Action, a 
partnership to directly address these 
barriers to universal access25. 

Australia is surrounded by countries 
affected by the sanitation and water 
crisis. The Pacific is off-track on both  
the sanitation and water MDG targets.  
In Indonesia 58 million people still 
practice open defecation26. Australia 
holds influence in the South East Asia 
and Pacific regions and should use  
this to play a leadership role in tackling 
this crisis.

We call on the Australian government to:

•  �Join the new global partnership 
Sanitation and Water for All, send 
ministerial-level representation to the 
partnership’s High Level Meetings 
and allocate resources to support the 
partnership’s work in countries most 
unlikely to meet their MDG targets.

•  �Take a leadership role in this sector in 
the South East Asia and Pacific regions 
and use its influence to give the 
highest priority to mobilising political 
will among our neighbours to give 
greater attention to sanitation,  
hygiene and water.
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2010 Update
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12  �In the 11 years following 1997 the proportion of 
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water fell from 8% to 5% (WHO (2010) UN Global Annual 
Assessment of Sanitation and Drinking Water: Targeting 
resources for better results)
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16  �The Millennium Development Goal targets for water and 
sanitation are to halve, by 2015, the proportion of people 
without sustainable access to safe drinking-water and 
basic sanitation. 

17  �The cost of meeting the MDG for water and sanitation is 
estimated at USD 70 billion per year (Hutton and Bartram, 
2008). If donors assume one-third of this burden, then 
total aid required would be around USD 23.3 billion per 
year or AUD 25.7 billion at 90c exchange rate with USD. 
This burden sharing ratio acknowledges that the bulk of 
responsibility should lie with developing countries but that 
significant support is required from donors if the targets 
are to be met, particularly in the low income countries. 
Based on Australia’s share of OECD wealth, 2%, Australia’s 
fair share is estimated at AUD 500 million per year.

18  �In the 2010/11 Federal Budget around AUD 180 million 
was allocated to water and sanitation (Budget: Australia’s 
International Development Assistance Program (2010)) 
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Place the Tools to Achieve Universal and Sustainable 
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22  �Over 2006-2008 Jordan received an average of $500 in 
aid for every person without access to water, while Chad 
only received $3. Over 2006-2008 Georgia received an 
average of $250 in aid for every person without access 
to sanitation, while Nepal only received $1 (WHO (2010) 
UN Global Annual Assessment of Sanitation and Drinking 
Water: Targeting resources for better results)

23  �Development assistance for basic sanitation and water 
services has declined from 27% to 16% of sector aid over 
the last 5 years. Basic drinking-water systems are defined 
as drinking-water supply through low-cost technologies; 
basic sanitation systems are defined as latrines, small-
bore sewers and on-site disposal (WHO (2010) UN Global 
Annual Assessment of Sanitation and Drinking Water: 
Targeting resources for better results)

24  �Willetts et al (2009) Meeting the sanitation and water 
challenge in South-East Asia and the Pacific

25  �For more information on Sanitation and Water for All visit 
http://www.sanitationandwaterforall.org/ 

26  �UNICEF and WHO (2010) Progress on Sanitation and Water: 
2010 Update

For more information or to discuss please 
contact James Wicken:

03 9872 1742 
james.wicken@wateraid.org.au 

2 �
Make a commitment to allocating 
more and predictable resources to 
sanitation, hygiene and water over 
the long-term and allocate $500 
million per year by 2015

When asked to identify what would 
improve their lives the most, poor people 
consistently prioritise access to safe 
water11. Yet governments and donors do 
not reflect this priority in their budgets12. 
This is despite the fact that the global 
evidence-base shows that preventable 
diarrhoea deaths, caused by unsafe  
water and poor sanitation, are the  
second leading cause of child mortality 
globally and the leading cause in Sub-
Saharan Africa13. 

Until recently Australia was allocating just 
1.5% of its international development 
assistance to water and sanitation14. This 
proportion has increased over the last two 
years and the current Water and Sanitation 
Initiative will result in improved water 
and sanitation services for hundreds of 
thousands of people in many countries. 

We are strongly supportive of these steps. 

There is no quick fix to the global 
sanitation and water crisis; it requires a 
long-term response from governments. 
Changing the sanitation and hygiene 
behaviours of millions of people and 
building the capacity of communities and 
governments to operate and maintain 
facilities takes time. Australia’s increased 
investment in water, sanitation and 
hygiene will only have impact if it is 
continued in the long term.  

It is estimated that it will cost  
US$70 billion per year15 to reach the 
Millennium Development Goals for  
water and sanitation16. 

Australia’s fair share of these costs, 
estimated by taking into consideration 
the proportion of this cost to be covered 
by donors and Australia’s share of donor 
wealth, is estimated at AUD 500 million 
per year17. To reach this level Australia’s 
allocations to sanitation, hygiene and 
water need to be increased threefold18. 

The number of people without sanitation 
is almost three times greater than the 
number of people without access to 
safe drinking water. Yet donors and 
governments allocate much less funding 
to sanitation than to water19. Funding 
for sanitation needs to be significantly 
increased and the Australian Government 
should report separately on the amount 
allocated to sanitation. 

For this increased investment to be used 
effectively, the Australian Government’s 
human resource allocation to planning 
and management of sanitation, hygiene 
and water programs also needs to be 
significantly increased. 

We call on the Australian government to:

•  �Increase the level of aid allocated to 
sanitation, hygiene and water to meet 
Australia’s fair share of AUD 500 million 
per year and commit to meeting its fair 
share by 2015 and beyond. 

•  �Ensure that at least 50% of funding 
for sanitation, hygiene and water is 
allocated to sanitation and report 
separately on the allocations made for 
sanitation. 

•  �Increase the level of human resources 
and expertise dedicated to sanitation, 
hygiene promotion and water.

We call on the Government of Australia to:

1
 �Make sanitation, hygiene and 
water a key focus in the Australian 
Government’s policy on international 
development assistance

If the Australian Government’s 
international development assistance 
program aims to reduce poverty and 
promote economic growth, the case for 
investing in sanitation, hygiene and  
water is clear:

•  �Safe water and sanitation are basic 
human rights that underpin health, 
education and development. 

•  �Success in reaching most of the 
international targets for development, 
described in the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs), depends 
on progress in sanitation, hygiene and 
water7. For example, the child mortality 
target cannot be met until diarrhoea, 
the second leading cause of child 
deaths, is addressed in a preventive 
manner. Without access to water, toilets 
and facilities to manage menstrual 
hygiene in schools, targets on girls’ 
education cannot be met. 

•  �Health and education programs are 
more effective where sanitation, 
hygiene and water are integrated into 
the programs. 

The economic case for investing in 
sanitation, hygiene and water is  
also clear:

•  �For every $1 invested in sanitation 
and water, $8 is returned to national 
economies in increased productivity 
and a reduced burden on healthcare8. 

•  �The economic benefits of achieving 
universal access to sanitation and 
drinking water are estimated at  
US$171 billion per year9. 

•  �The World Bank has assessed hygiene 
promotion and sanitation to be two of 
the most cost-effective child survival 
interventions10.

The next framework for Australia’s aid 
program should recognise sanitation, 
hygiene and water as central to improving 
health, education and gender equality, to 
reducing poverty and to supporting sound 
economic growth. 

We call on the Australian Government to:

•  �Prioritise sanitation, hygiene and 
water as essential basic services in 
the Australian Government’s policy on 
international development assistance. 

•  �Ensure that sanitation, hygiene and 
water are appropriately integrated into 
Australia’s aid programs for health and 
education. 

Each year there are 
over 1.4 million child 
deaths from diarrhoea– 
roughly equivalent to the 
under-five population of 
Australia…

When asked to identify 
what would improve 
their lives the most, 
poor people consistently 
prioritise access to 
safe water11.

For every $1 invested 
in sanitation and 
water, $8 is returned to 
national economies in 
increased productivity 
and a reduced burden on 
healthcare8.
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Call to Action:

1  �Make sanitation, hygiene and 
water a key focus in the Australian 
Government’s policy on international 
development assistance

2  �Make a commitment to allocating 
more and predictable resources to 
sanitation, hygiene and water over 
the long-term and allocate $500 
million per year by 2015

3  �Focus Australian aid for sanitation, 
hygiene and water on basic services 
in poor countries that are most likely 
to miss achieving the water and 
sanitation MDG targets and build 
capacity in these countries

4  �Champion sanitation, hygiene 
and water at the regional and 
international level

Read on for more details  
on each call
For more information or to discuss 
please contact James Wicken: 
james.wicken@wateraid.org.au /  
03 9872 1742

There is a global crisis in sanitation 
and water. 2.6 billion people do 
not have access to sanitation; this 
is almost two-fifths of the world’s 
population. 884 million people, 
roughly one in eight people, do 
not have access to safe water1. 
The Australian Government should 
redouble its ongoing efforts to tackle 
this unacceptable situation.

The human cost of this crisis is 
staggering and it hits children and 
women hardest. 4,000 children die 
needlessly each day from preventable 
diseases caused by poor sanitation, 
inadequate hygiene and unclean 
water2. Each year this results in 
over 1.4 million child deaths from 
diarrhoea – roughly equivalent to the 
under-five population of Australia 
lost to an entirely preventable public 
health crisis3. More children die from 
diarrhoea than malaria, measles and 
HIV/AIDS combined. Women and girls 
toil for hours each day collecting water 
and endure the indignities of open 
defecation, trapping them in a cycle of 
poverty and inequality. The increased 
frequency of droughts, floods and 
other extreme events associated with 
climate is worsening the crisis in 
water and sanitation4.

This crisis is entirely avoidable. 
We know the solutions and they 
are affordable. When communities 
practice good hygiene behaviours, 
use toilets and  have access to a 
safe water supply, their lives are 
transformed. 

Around 100 years ago, Australia 
faced its own public health crisis 
with child mortality rates similar to 
those in developing countries today.  
Australian politicians took action and 
laid the foundations for improved 
health by establishing a network of 
sanitation and water services in our 
cities and promoting safe hygiene 
behaviours.

Today Australians are again acutely 
aware of the importance of water for 
our nation’s health and prosperity. 
The Australian public appreciate 
the value of water and Australian 
politicians are taking action to secure 
our water supplies now and into the 
future. 

We need our current politicians to 
show the same political will, vision 
and leadership internationally if we 
are going to honour our promises to 
play a role as a good global citizen 
and eliminate poverty across the 
world5.

The organisations listed below 
are representatives of the WASH 
Reference Group and are supported by 
hundreds of thousands of households 
across Australia6. Our supporters want 
to see their elected representatives 
championing sustainable solutions to 
poverty. 

Safe water and sanitation are basic 
human rights. Only by ensuring 
universal access to sanitation 
and water is it possible to make 
sustainable gains in health, education 
and economic growth. 
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Sanitation,  
Hygiene and  
Water for All
A Call to Action
What you can do

•  �Pledge to use your influence to 
help end the sanitation, hygiene 
and water crisis

•  �Champion these four calls



3 �
Focus Australian aid for sanitation, 
hygiene and water on basic services 
in poor countries that are most likely 
to miss achieving the water and 
sanitation MDG targets and build 
capacity in these countries

Australia should target its aid for 
sanitation, hygiene and water at people 
who lack access to these services in the 
poorest countries and the countries that 
are least likely to meet their MDG targets 
for sanitation and water20. Currently 
Least Developed Countries receive only 
42% of international aid for water and 
sanitation21. This proportion must be 
increased to ensure aid reaches where it  
is needed most22. 

Governments have the responsibility to 
provide sanitation and water services to 
their citizens. Australian aid should aim to 
strengthen the capacity of government in 
these countries to provide these services 
without external assistance. This capacity-
building challenge requires a long-term 
Australian commitment. 

We call on the Australian government to:

•  �Target aid for sanitation, hygiene and 
water to providing basic services23 for 
unserved communities in the poorest 
countries and countries that are least 
likely to meet their MDG targets for 
sanitation and water.

•  �Ensure that aid supports the 
development of national capacity to 
provide sanitation and water services 
and bring about changes in hygiene 
behaviour. 

4 �
Champion sanitation, hygiene and 
water at the regional and global levels

The main causes of this global sanitation 
and water crisis are a lack of political 
will and leadership, poor targeting of 
donor finance, and limited capacity 
in developing countries to plan 
and use funds effectively24. In April 
2010, governments around the world 
established Sanitation and Water for 
All: A Global Framework for Action, a 
partnership to directly address these 
barriers to universal access25. 

Australia is surrounded by countries 
affected by the sanitation and water 
crisis. The Pacific is off-track on both  
the sanitation and water MDG targets.  
In Indonesia 58 million people still 
practice open defecation26. Australia 
holds influence in the South East Asia 
and Pacific regions and should use  
this to play a leadership role in tackling 
this crisis.

We call on the Australian government to:

•  �Join the new global partnership 
Sanitation and Water for All, send 
ministerial-level representation to the 
partnership’s High Level Meetings 
and allocate resources to support the 
partnership’s work in countries most 
unlikely to meet their MDG targets.

•  �Take a leadership role in this sector in 
the South East Asia and Pacific regions 
and use its influence to give the 
highest priority to mobilising political 
will among our neighbours to give 
greater attention to sanitation,  
hygiene and water.

1 �UNICEF and WHO (2010) Progress on Sanitation and Water: 
2010 Update

2  �WHO (2008) Safe Water, Better Health: Costs, Benefits 
and Sustainability of Interventions to Protect and  
Promote Health

3  �WHO (2008) Safe Water, Better Health: Costs, Benefits 
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Health. Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (2009) 
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4  �Howard et al (2010) Securing 2020 vision for 2030: Climate 
change and ensuring resilience in water and sanitation 
services 

5  �Government of Australia (2009) Budget, Australia’s 
International Development Assistance Program: A Good 
International Citizen

6  �The WASH Reference Group comprises 25 NGOs, 
the Australian Red Cross, academic institutions and 
representatives of the Australian water industry. 
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Summary by the Co-Chairs of the High Level Meeting on 
April 23rd 2010
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increasing coverage of low cost household drinking-water 
supply and sanitation interventions to countries off-track to 
meet MDG target 10’, Background document to the Human 
Development Report 2006

9  �UN Water (2010) Sanitation and Water for All: A Global 
Framework for Action

10  �World Bank (2006) Disease control priorities in developing 
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11  �In national Participatory Poverty Assessments in Zambia, 
Uganda, Cameroon and Uganda undertaken between 
1999-2001and in Nigeria in 2008, access to safe and 
affordable drinking water was the highest preference for 
the majority of respondents. 

12  �In the 11 years following 1997 the proportion of 
development aid allocated to sanitation and drinking 
water fell from 8% to 5% (WHO (2010) UN Global Annual 
Assessment of Sanitation and Drinking Water: Targeting 
resources for better results)

13  �Black et al (2010) ‘Global, regional and national causes of 
child mortality in 2008: a systematic analysis’, in Lancet 
2010; 375: 1969-87

14  �AusAID (2009) Australian aid to water supply and 
sanitation services in East Timor and Indonesia:  
Evaluation Report

15  �Hutton G, Bartram J (2008) Global costs of attaining 
the Millennium Development Goals for water supply  
and sanitation

16  �The Millennium Development Goal targets for water and 
sanitation are to halve, by 2015, the proportion of people 
without sustainable access to safe drinking-water and 
basic sanitation. 

17  �The cost of meeting the MDG for water and sanitation is 
estimated at USD 70 billion per year (Hutton and Bartram, 
2008). If donors assume one-third of this burden, then 
total aid required would be around USD 23.3 billion per 
year or AUD 25.7 billion at 90c exchange rate with USD. 
This burden sharing ratio acknowledges that the bulk of 
responsibility should lie with developing countries but that 
significant support is required from donors if the targets 
are to be met, particularly in the low income countries. 
Based on Australia’s share of OECD wealth, 2%, Australia’s 
fair share is estimated at AUD 500 million per year.

18  �In the 2010/11 Federal Budget around AUD 180 million 
was allocated to water and sanitation (Budget: Australia’s 
International Development Assistance Program (2010)) 

19  �WHO (2010) UN Global Annual Assessment of Sanitation 
and Drinking Water: Targeting resources for better results

20  �58 countries are off-track to achieve the MDG target on 
sanitation and 23 countries are off-track to achieve the 
MDG drinking water target (UNICEF (2010) Sanitation and 
Water for All A Global Framework for Action, Putting in  
Place the Tools to Achieve Universal and Sustainable 
Access to Sanitation and Drinking Water)

21  �WHO (2010) UN Global Annual Assessment of Sanitation 
and Drinking Water: Targeting resources for better results

22  �Over 2006-2008 Jordan received an average of $500 in 
aid for every person without access to water, while Chad 
only received $3. Over 2006-2008 Georgia received an 
average of $250 in aid for every person without access 
to sanitation, while Nepal only received $1 (WHO (2010) 
UN Global Annual Assessment of Sanitation and Drinking 
Water: Targeting resources for better results)

23  �Development assistance for basic sanitation and water 
services has declined from 27% to 16% of sector aid over 
the last 5 years. Basic drinking-water systems are defined 
as drinking-water supply through low-cost technologies; 
basic sanitation systems are defined as latrines, small-
bore sewers and on-site disposal (WHO (2010) UN Global 
Annual Assessment of Sanitation and Drinking Water: 
Targeting resources for better results)

24  �Willetts et al (2009) Meeting the sanitation and water 
challenge in South-East Asia and the Pacific

25  �For more information on Sanitation and Water for All visit 
http://www.sanitationandwaterforall.org/ 

26  �UNICEF and WHO (2010) Progress on Sanitation and Water: 
2010 Update

For more information or to discuss please 
contact James Wicken:

03 9872 1742 
james.wicken@wateraid.org.au 

2 �
Make a commitment to allocating 
more and predictable resources to 
sanitation, hygiene and water over 
the long-term and allocate $500 
million per year by 2015

When asked to identify what would 
improve their lives the most, poor people 
consistently prioritise access to safe 
water11. Yet governments and donors do 
not reflect this priority in their budgets12. 
This is despite the fact that the global 
evidence-base shows that preventable 
diarrhoea deaths, caused by unsafe  
water and poor sanitation, are the  
second leading cause of child mortality 
globally and the leading cause in Sub-
Saharan Africa13. 

Until recently Australia was allocating just 
1.5% of its international development 
assistance to water and sanitation14. This 
proportion has increased over the last two 
years and the current Water and Sanitation 
Initiative will result in improved water 
and sanitation services for hundreds of 
thousands of people in many countries. 

We are strongly supportive of these steps. 

There is no quick fix to the global 
sanitation and water crisis; it requires a 
long-term response from governments. 
Changing the sanitation and hygiene 
behaviours of millions of people and 
building the capacity of communities and 
governments to operate and maintain 
facilities takes time. Australia’s increased 
investment in water, sanitation and 
hygiene will only have impact if it is 
continued in the long term.  

It is estimated that it will cost  
US$70 billion per year15 to reach the 
Millennium Development Goals for  
water and sanitation16. 

Australia’s fair share of these costs, 
estimated by taking into consideration 
the proportion of this cost to be covered 
by donors and Australia’s share of donor 
wealth, is estimated at AUD 500 million 
per year17. To reach this level Australia’s 
allocations to sanitation, hygiene and 
water need to be increased threefold18. 

The number of people without sanitation 
is almost three times greater than the 
number of people without access to 
safe drinking water. Yet donors and 
governments allocate much less funding 
to sanitation than to water19. Funding 
for sanitation needs to be significantly 
increased and the Australian Government 
should report separately on the amount 
allocated to sanitation. 

For this increased investment to be used 
effectively, the Australian Government’s 
human resource allocation to planning 
and management of sanitation, hygiene 
and water programs also needs to be 
significantly increased. 

We call on the Australian government to:

•  �Increase the level of aid allocated to 
sanitation, hygiene and water to meet 
Australia’s fair share of AUD 500 million 
per year and commit to meeting its fair 
share by 2015 and beyond. 

•  �Ensure that at least 50% of funding 
for sanitation, hygiene and water is 
allocated to sanitation and report 
separately on the allocations made for 
sanitation. 

•  �Increase the level of human resources 
and expertise dedicated to sanitation, 
hygiene promotion and water.

We call on the Government of Australia to:

1
 �Make sanitation, hygiene and 
water a key focus in the Australian 
Government’s policy on international 
development assistance

If the Australian Government’s 
international development assistance 
program aims to reduce poverty and 
promote economic growth, the case for 
investing in sanitation, hygiene and  
water is clear:

•  �Safe water and sanitation are basic 
human rights that underpin health, 
education and development. 

•  �Success in reaching most of the 
international targets for development, 
described in the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs), depends 
on progress in sanitation, hygiene and 
water7. For example, the child mortality 
target cannot be met until diarrhoea, 
the second leading cause of child 
deaths, is addressed in a preventive 
manner. Without access to water, toilets 
and facilities to manage menstrual 
hygiene in schools, targets on girls’ 
education cannot be met. 

•  �Health and education programs are 
more effective where sanitation, 
hygiene and water are integrated into 
the programs. 

The economic case for investing in 
sanitation, hygiene and water is  
also clear:

•  �For every $1 invested in sanitation 
and water, $8 is returned to national 
economies in increased productivity 
and a reduced burden on healthcare8. 

•  �The economic benefits of achieving 
universal access to sanitation and 
drinking water are estimated at  
US$171 billion per year9. 

•  �The World Bank has assessed hygiene 
promotion and sanitation to be two of 
the most cost-effective child survival 
interventions10.

The next framework for Australia’s aid 
program should recognise sanitation, 
hygiene and water as central to improving 
health, education and gender equality, to 
reducing poverty and to supporting sound 
economic growth. 

We call on the Australian Government to:

•  �Prioritise sanitation, hygiene and 
water as essential basic services in 
the Australian Government’s policy on 
international development assistance. 

•  �Ensure that sanitation, hygiene and 
water are appropriately integrated into 
Australia’s aid programs for health and 
education. 

Each year there are 
over 1.4 million child 
deaths from diarrhoea– 
roughly equivalent to the 
under-five population of 
Australia…

When asked to identify 
what would improve 
their lives the most, 
poor people consistently 
prioritise access to 
safe water11.

For every $1 invested 
in sanitation and 
water, $8 is returned to 
national economies in 
increased productivity 
and a reduced burden on 
healthcare8.
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Call to Action:

1  �Make sanitation, hygiene and 
water a key focus in the Australian 
Government’s policy on international 
development assistance

2  �Make a commitment to allocating 
more and predictable resources to 
sanitation, hygiene and water over 
the long-term and allocate $500 
million per year by 2015

3  �Focus Australian aid for sanitation, 
hygiene and water on basic services 
in poor countries that are most likely 
to miss achieving the water and 
sanitation MDG targets and build 
capacity in these countries

4  �Champion sanitation, hygiene 
and water at the regional and 
international level

Read on for more details  
on each call
For more information or to discuss 
please contact James Wicken: 
james.wicken@wateraid.org.au /  
03 9872 1742

There is a global crisis in sanitation 
and water. 2.6 billion people do 
not have access to sanitation; this 
is almost two-fifths of the world’s 
population. 884 million people, 
roughly one in eight people, do 
not have access to safe water1. 
The Australian Government should 
redouble its ongoing efforts to tackle 
this unacceptable situation.

The human cost of this crisis is 
staggering and it hits children and 
women hardest. 4,000 children die 
needlessly each day from preventable 
diseases caused by poor sanitation, 
inadequate hygiene and unclean 
water2. Each year this results in 
over 1.4 million child deaths from 
diarrhoea – roughly equivalent to the 
under-five population of Australia 
lost to an entirely preventable public 
health crisis3. More children die from 
diarrhoea than malaria, measles and 
HIV/AIDS combined. Women and girls 
toil for hours each day collecting water 
and endure the indignities of open 
defecation, trapping them in a cycle of 
poverty and inequality. The increased 
frequency of droughts, floods and 
other extreme events associated with 
climate is worsening the crisis in 
water and sanitation4.

This crisis is entirely avoidable. 
We know the solutions and they 
are affordable. When communities 
practice good hygiene behaviours, 
use toilets and  have access to a 
safe water supply, their lives are 
transformed. 

Around 100 years ago, Australia 
faced its own public health crisis 
with child mortality rates similar to 
those in developing countries today.  
Australian politicians took action and 
laid the foundations for improved 
health by establishing a network of 
sanitation and water services in our 
cities and promoting safe hygiene 
behaviours.

Today Australians are again acutely 
aware of the importance of water for 
our nation’s health and prosperity. 
The Australian public appreciate 
the value of water and Australian 
politicians are taking action to secure 
our water supplies now and into the 
future. 

We need our current politicians to 
show the same political will, vision 
and leadership internationally if we 
are going to honour our promises to 
play a role as a good global citizen 
and eliminate poverty across the 
world5.

The organisations listed below 
are representatives of the WASH 
Reference Group and are supported by 
hundreds of thousands of households 
across Australia6. Our supporters want 
to see their elected representatives 
championing sustainable solutions to 
poverty. 

Safe water and sanitation are basic 
human rights. Only by ensuring 
universal access to sanitation 
and water is it possible to make 
sustainable gains in health, education 
and economic growth. 
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Sanitation,  
Hygiene and  
Water for All
A Call to Action
What you can do

•  �Pledge to use your influence to 
help end the sanitation, hygiene 
and water crisis

•  �Champion these four calls



3 �
Focus Australian aid for sanitation, 
hygiene and water on basic services 
in poor countries that are most likely 
to miss achieving the water and 
sanitation MDG targets and build 
capacity in these countries

Australia should target its aid for 
sanitation, hygiene and water at people 
who lack access to these services in the 
poorest countries and the countries that 
are least likely to meet their MDG targets 
for sanitation and water20. Currently 
Least Developed Countries receive only 
42% of international aid for water and 
sanitation21. This proportion must be 
increased to ensure aid reaches where it  
is needed most22. 

Governments have the responsibility to 
provide sanitation and water services to 
their citizens. Australian aid should aim to 
strengthen the capacity of government in 
these countries to provide these services 
without external assistance. This capacity-
building challenge requires a long-term 
Australian commitment. 

We call on the Australian government to:

•  �Target aid for sanitation, hygiene and 
water to providing basic services23 for 
unserved communities in the poorest 
countries and countries that are least 
likely to meet their MDG targets for 
sanitation and water.

•  �Ensure that aid supports the 
development of national capacity to 
provide sanitation and water services 
and bring about changes in hygiene 
behaviour. 

4 �
Champion sanitation, hygiene and 
water at the regional and global levels

The main causes of this global sanitation 
and water crisis are a lack of political 
will and leadership, poor targeting of 
donor finance, and limited capacity 
in developing countries to plan 
and use funds effectively24. In April 
2010, governments around the world 
established Sanitation and Water for 
All: A Global Framework for Action, a 
partnership to directly address these 
barriers to universal access25. 

Australia is surrounded by countries 
affected by the sanitation and water 
crisis. The Pacific is off-track on both  
the sanitation and water MDG targets.  
In Indonesia 58 million people still 
practice open defecation26. Australia 
holds influence in the South East Asia 
and Pacific regions and should use  
this to play a leadership role in tackling 
this crisis.

We call on the Australian government to:

•  �Join the new global partnership 
Sanitation and Water for All, send 
ministerial-level representation to the 
partnership’s High Level Meetings 
and allocate resources to support the 
partnership’s work in countries most 
unlikely to meet their MDG targets.

•  �Take a leadership role in this sector in 
the South East Asia and Pacific regions 
and use its influence to give the 
highest priority to mobilising political 
will among our neighbours to give 
greater attention to sanitation,  
hygiene and water.

1 �UNICEF and WHO (2010) Progress on Sanitation and Water: 
2010 Update

2  �WHO (2008) Safe Water, Better Health: Costs, Benefits 
and Sustainability of Interventions to Protect and  
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resources for better results)
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16  �The Millennium Development Goal targets for water and 
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without sustainable access to safe drinking-water and 
basic sanitation. 

17  �The cost of meeting the MDG for water and sanitation is 
estimated at USD 70 billion per year (Hutton and Bartram, 
2008). If donors assume one-third of this burden, then 
total aid required would be around USD 23.3 billion per 
year or AUD 25.7 billion at 90c exchange rate with USD. 
This burden sharing ratio acknowledges that the bulk of 
responsibility should lie with developing countries but that 
significant support is required from donors if the targets 
are to be met, particularly in the low income countries. 
Based on Australia’s share of OECD wealth, 2%, Australia’s 
fair share is estimated at AUD 500 million per year.
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only received $3. Over 2006-2008 Georgia received an 
average of $250 in aid for every person without access 
to sanitation, while Nepal only received $1 (WHO (2010) 
UN Global Annual Assessment of Sanitation and Drinking 
Water: Targeting resources for better results)

23  �Development assistance for basic sanitation and water 
services has declined from 27% to 16% of sector aid over 
the last 5 years. Basic drinking-water systems are defined 
as drinking-water supply through low-cost technologies; 
basic sanitation systems are defined as latrines, small-
bore sewers and on-site disposal (WHO (2010) UN Global 
Annual Assessment of Sanitation and Drinking Water: 
Targeting resources for better results)
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For more information or to discuss please 
contact James Wicken:

03 9872 1742 
james.wicken@wateraid.org.au 

2 �
Make a commitment to allocating 
more and predictable resources to 
sanitation, hygiene and water over 
the long-term and allocate $500 
million per year by 2015

When asked to identify what would 
improve their lives the most, poor people 
consistently prioritise access to safe 
water11. Yet governments and donors do 
not reflect this priority in their budgets12. 
This is despite the fact that the global 
evidence-base shows that preventable 
diarrhoea deaths, caused by unsafe  
water and poor sanitation, are the  
second leading cause of child mortality 
globally and the leading cause in Sub-
Saharan Africa13. 

Until recently Australia was allocating just 
1.5% of its international development 
assistance to water and sanitation14. This 
proportion has increased over the last two 
years and the current Water and Sanitation 
Initiative will result in improved water 
and sanitation services for hundreds of 
thousands of people in many countries. 

We are strongly supportive of these steps. 

There is no quick fix to the global 
sanitation and water crisis; it requires a 
long-term response from governments. 
Changing the sanitation and hygiene 
behaviours of millions of people and 
building the capacity of communities and 
governments to operate and maintain 
facilities takes time. Australia’s increased 
investment in water, sanitation and 
hygiene will only have impact if it is 
continued in the long term.  

It is estimated that it will cost  
US$70 billion per year15 to reach the 
Millennium Development Goals for  
water and sanitation16. 

Australia’s fair share of these costs, 
estimated by taking into consideration 
the proportion of this cost to be covered 
by donors and Australia’s share of donor 
wealth, is estimated at AUD 500 million 
per year17. To reach this level Australia’s 
allocations to sanitation, hygiene and 
water need to be increased threefold18. 

The number of people without sanitation 
is almost three times greater than the 
number of people without access to 
safe drinking water. Yet donors and 
governments allocate much less funding 
to sanitation than to water19. Funding 
for sanitation needs to be significantly 
increased and the Australian Government 
should report separately on the amount 
allocated to sanitation. 

For this increased investment to be used 
effectively, the Australian Government’s 
human resource allocation to planning 
and management of sanitation, hygiene 
and water programs also needs to be 
significantly increased. 

We call on the Australian government to:

•  �Increase the level of aid allocated to 
sanitation, hygiene and water to meet 
Australia’s fair share of AUD 500 million 
per year and commit to meeting its fair 
share by 2015 and beyond. 

•  �Ensure that at least 50% of funding 
for sanitation, hygiene and water is 
allocated to sanitation and report 
separately on the allocations made for 
sanitation. 

•  �Increase the level of human resources 
and expertise dedicated to sanitation, 
hygiene promotion and water.

We call on the Government of Australia to:

1
 �Make sanitation, hygiene and 
water a key focus in the Australian 
Government’s policy on international 
development assistance

If the Australian Government’s 
international development assistance 
program aims to reduce poverty and 
promote economic growth, the case for 
investing in sanitation, hygiene and  
water is clear:

•  �Safe water and sanitation are basic 
human rights that underpin health, 
education and development. 

•  �Success in reaching most of the 
international targets for development, 
described in the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs), depends 
on progress in sanitation, hygiene and 
water7. For example, the child mortality 
target cannot be met until diarrhoea, 
the second leading cause of child 
deaths, is addressed in a preventive 
manner. Without access to water, toilets 
and facilities to manage menstrual 
hygiene in schools, targets on girls’ 
education cannot be met. 

•  �Health and education programs are 
more effective where sanitation, 
hygiene and water are integrated into 
the programs. 

The economic case for investing in 
sanitation, hygiene and water is  
also clear:

•  �For every $1 invested in sanitation 
and water, $8 is returned to national 
economies in increased productivity 
and a reduced burden on healthcare8. 

•  �The economic benefits of achieving 
universal access to sanitation and 
drinking water are estimated at  
US$171 billion per year9. 

•  �The World Bank has assessed hygiene 
promotion and sanitation to be two of 
the most cost-effective child survival 
interventions10.

The next framework for Australia’s aid 
program should recognise sanitation, 
hygiene and water as central to improving 
health, education and gender equality, to 
reducing poverty and to supporting sound 
economic growth. 

We call on the Australian Government to:

•  �Prioritise sanitation, hygiene and 
water as essential basic services in 
the Australian Government’s policy on 
international development assistance. 

•  �Ensure that sanitation, hygiene and 
water are appropriately integrated into 
Australia’s aid programs for health and 
education. 

Each year there are 
over 1.4 million child 
deaths from diarrhoea– 
roughly equivalent to the 
under-five population of 
Australia…

When asked to identify 
what would improve 
their lives the most, 
poor people consistently 
prioritise access to 
safe water11.

For every $1 invested 
in sanitation and 
water, $8 is returned to 
national economies in 
increased productivity 
and a reduced burden on 
healthcare8.
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Call to Action:

1  �Make sanitation, hygiene and 
water a key focus in the Australian 
Government’s policy on international 
development assistance

2  �Make a commitment to allocating 
more and predictable resources to 
sanitation, hygiene and water over 
the long-term and allocate $500 
million per year by 2015

3  �Focus Australian aid for sanitation, 
hygiene and water on basic services 
in poor countries that are most likely 
to miss achieving the water and 
sanitation MDG targets and build 
capacity in these countries

4  �Champion sanitation, hygiene 
and water at the regional and 
international level

Read on for more details  
on each call
For more information or to discuss 
please contact James Wicken: 
james.wicken@wateraid.org.au /  
03 9872 1742

There is a global crisis in sanitation 
and water. 2.6 billion people do 
not have access to sanitation; this 
is almost two-fifths of the world’s 
population. 884 million people, 
roughly one in eight people, do 
not have access to safe water1. 
The Australian Government should 
redouble its ongoing efforts to tackle 
this unacceptable situation.

The human cost of this crisis is 
staggering and it hits children and 
women hardest. 4,000 children die 
needlessly each day from preventable 
diseases caused by poor sanitation, 
inadequate hygiene and unclean 
water2. Each year this results in 
over 1.4 million child deaths from 
diarrhoea – roughly equivalent to the 
under-five population of Australia 
lost to an entirely preventable public 
health crisis3. More children die from 
diarrhoea than malaria, measles and 
HIV/AIDS combined. Women and girls 
toil for hours each day collecting water 
and endure the indignities of open 
defecation, trapping them in a cycle of 
poverty and inequality. The increased 
frequency of droughts, floods and 
other extreme events associated with 
climate is worsening the crisis in 
water and sanitation4.

This crisis is entirely avoidable. 
We know the solutions and they 
are affordable. When communities 
practice good hygiene behaviours, 
use toilets and  have access to a 
safe water supply, their lives are 
transformed. 

Around 100 years ago, Australia 
faced its own public health crisis 
with child mortality rates similar to 
those in developing countries today.  
Australian politicians took action and 
laid the foundations for improved 
health by establishing a network of 
sanitation and water services in our 
cities and promoting safe hygiene 
behaviours.

Today Australians are again acutely 
aware of the importance of water for 
our nation’s health and prosperity. 
The Australian public appreciate 
the value of water and Australian 
politicians are taking action to secure 
our water supplies now and into the 
future. 

We need our current politicians to 
show the same political will, vision 
and leadership internationally if we 
are going to honour our promises to 
play a role as a good global citizen 
and eliminate poverty across the 
world5.

The organisations listed below 
are representatives of the WASH 
Reference Group and are supported by 
hundreds of thousands of households 
across Australia6. Our supporters want 
to see their elected representatives 
championing sustainable solutions to 
poverty. 

Safe water and sanitation are basic 
human rights. Only by ensuring 
universal access to sanitation 
and water is it possible to make 
sustainable gains in health, education 
and economic growth. 
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Sanitation,  
Hygiene and  
Water for All
A Call to Action
What you can do

•  �Pledge to use your influence to 
help end the sanitation, hygiene 
and water crisis

•  �Champion these four calls



3 �
Focus Australian aid for sanitation, 
hygiene and water on basic services 
in poor countries that are most likely 
to miss achieving the water and 
sanitation MDG targets and build 
capacity in these countries

Australia should target its aid for 
sanitation, hygiene and water at people 
who lack access to these services in the 
poorest countries and the countries that 
are least likely to meet their MDG targets 
for sanitation and water20. Currently 
Least Developed Countries receive only 
42% of international aid for water and 
sanitation21. This proportion must be 
increased to ensure aid reaches where it  
is needed most22. 

Governments have the responsibility to 
provide sanitation and water services to 
their citizens. Australian aid should aim to 
strengthen the capacity of government in 
these countries to provide these services 
without external assistance. This capacity-
building challenge requires a long-term 
Australian commitment. 

We call on the Australian government to:

•  �Target aid for sanitation, hygiene and 
water to providing basic services23 for 
unserved communities in the poorest 
countries and countries that are least 
likely to meet their MDG targets for 
sanitation and water.

•  �Ensure that aid supports the 
development of national capacity to 
provide sanitation and water services 
and bring about changes in hygiene 
behaviour. 

4 �
Champion sanitation, hygiene and 
water at the regional and global levels

The main causes of this global sanitation 
and water crisis are a lack of political 
will and leadership, poor targeting of 
donor finance, and limited capacity 
in developing countries to plan 
and use funds effectively24. In April 
2010, governments around the world 
established Sanitation and Water for 
All: A Global Framework for Action, a 
partnership to directly address these 
barriers to universal access25. 

Australia is surrounded by countries 
affected by the sanitation and water 
crisis. The Pacific is off-track on both  
the sanitation and water MDG targets.  
In Indonesia 58 million people still 
practice open defecation26. Australia 
holds influence in the South East Asia 
and Pacific regions and should use  
this to play a leadership role in tackling 
this crisis.

We call on the Australian government to:

•  �Join the new global partnership 
Sanitation and Water for All, send 
ministerial-level representation to the 
partnership’s High Level Meetings 
and allocate resources to support the 
partnership’s work in countries most 
unlikely to meet their MDG targets.

•  �Take a leadership role in this sector in 
the South East Asia and Pacific regions 
and use its influence to give the 
highest priority to mobilising political 
will among our neighbours to give 
greater attention to sanitation,  
hygiene and water.

1 �UNICEF and WHO (2010) Progress on Sanitation and Water: 
2010 Update

2  �WHO (2008) Safe Water, Better Health: Costs, Benefits 
and Sustainability of Interventions to Protect and  
Promote Health

3  �WHO (2008) Safe Water, Better Health: Costs, Benefits 
and Sustainability of Interventions to Protect and Promote 
Health. Australian Institute of Health and Welfare (2009) 
A Picture of Australia’s Children 2009

4  �Howard et al (2010) Securing 2020 vision for 2030: Climate 
change and ensuring resilience in water and sanitation 
services 

5  �Government of Australia (2009) Budget, Australia’s 
International Development Assistance Program: A Good 
International Citizen

6  �The WASH Reference Group comprises 25 NGOs, 
the Australian Red Cross, academic institutions and 
representatives of the Australian water industry. 

7  �Sanitation and Water for All: A Global Framework for Action: 
Summary by the Co-Chairs of the High Level Meeting on 
April 23rd 2010

8  �Hutton et al, UNDP (2007) ‘Economic and health effects of 
increasing coverage of low cost household drinking-water 
supply and sanitation interventions to countries off-track to 
meet MDG target 10’, Background document to the Human 
Development Report 2006

9  �UN Water (2010) Sanitation and Water for All: A Global 
Framework for Action

10  �World Bank (2006) Disease control priorities in developing 
countries (Second edition)

11  �In national Participatory Poverty Assessments in Zambia, 
Uganda, Cameroon and Uganda undertaken between 
1999-2001and in Nigeria in 2008, access to safe and 
affordable drinking water was the highest preference for 
the majority of respondents. 

12  �In the 11 years following 1997 the proportion of 
development aid allocated to sanitation and drinking 
water fell from 8% to 5% (WHO (2010) UN Global Annual 
Assessment of Sanitation and Drinking Water: Targeting 
resources for better results)

13  �Black et al (2010) ‘Global, regional and national causes of 
child mortality in 2008: a systematic analysis’, in Lancet 
2010; 375: 1969-87

14  �AusAID (2009) Australian aid to water supply and 
sanitation services in East Timor and Indonesia:  
Evaluation Report

15  �Hutton G, Bartram J (2008) Global costs of attaining 
the Millennium Development Goals for water supply  
and sanitation

16  �The Millennium Development Goal targets for water and 
sanitation are to halve, by 2015, the proportion of people 
without sustainable access to safe drinking-water and 
basic sanitation. 

17  �The cost of meeting the MDG for water and sanitation is 
estimated at USD 70 billion per year (Hutton and Bartram, 
2008). If donors assume one-third of this burden, then 
total aid required would be around USD 23.3 billion per 
year or AUD 25.7 billion at 90c exchange rate with USD. 
This burden sharing ratio acknowledges that the bulk of 
responsibility should lie with developing countries but that 
significant support is required from donors if the targets 
are to be met, particularly in the low income countries. 
Based on Australia’s share of OECD wealth, 2%, Australia’s 
fair share is estimated at AUD 500 million per year.

18  �In the 2010/11 Federal Budget around AUD 180 million 
was allocated to water and sanitation (Budget: Australia’s 
International Development Assistance Program (2010)) 

19  �WHO (2010) UN Global Annual Assessment of Sanitation 
and Drinking Water: Targeting resources for better results

20  �58 countries are off-track to achieve the MDG target on 
sanitation and 23 countries are off-track to achieve the 
MDG drinking water target (UNICEF (2010) Sanitation and 
Water for All A Global Framework for Action, Putting in  
Place the Tools to Achieve Universal and Sustainable 
Access to Sanitation and Drinking Water)

21  �WHO (2010) UN Global Annual Assessment of Sanitation 
and Drinking Water: Targeting resources for better results

22  �Over 2006-2008 Jordan received an average of $500 in 
aid for every person without access to water, while Chad 
only received $3. Over 2006-2008 Georgia received an 
average of $250 in aid for every person without access 
to sanitation, while Nepal only received $1 (WHO (2010) 
UN Global Annual Assessment of Sanitation and Drinking 
Water: Targeting resources for better results)

23  �Development assistance for basic sanitation and water 
services has declined from 27% to 16% of sector aid over 
the last 5 years. Basic drinking-water systems are defined 
as drinking-water supply through low-cost technologies; 
basic sanitation systems are defined as latrines, small-
bore sewers and on-site disposal (WHO (2010) UN Global 
Annual Assessment of Sanitation and Drinking Water: 
Targeting resources for better results)

24  �Willetts et al (2009) Meeting the sanitation and water 
challenge in South-East Asia and the Pacific

25  �For more information on Sanitation and Water for All visit 
http://www.sanitationandwaterforall.org/ 

26  �UNICEF and WHO (2010) Progress on Sanitation and Water: 
2010 Update

For more information or to discuss please 
contact James Wicken:

03 9872 1742 
james.wicken@wateraid.org.au 

2 �
Make a commitment to allocating 
more and predictable resources to 
sanitation, hygiene and water over 
the long-term and allocate $500 
million per year by 2015

When asked to identify what would 
improve their lives the most, poor people 
consistently prioritise access to safe 
water11. Yet governments and donors do 
not reflect this priority in their budgets12. 
This is despite the fact that the global 
evidence-base shows that preventable 
diarrhoea deaths, caused by unsafe  
water and poor sanitation, are the  
second leading cause of child mortality 
globally and the leading cause in Sub-
Saharan Africa13. 

Until recently Australia was allocating just 
1.5% of its international development 
assistance to water and sanitation14. This 
proportion has increased over the last two 
years and the current Water and Sanitation 
Initiative will result in improved water 
and sanitation services for hundreds of 
thousands of people in many countries. 

We are strongly supportive of these steps. 

There is no quick fix to the global 
sanitation and water crisis; it requires a 
long-term response from governments. 
Changing the sanitation and hygiene 
behaviours of millions of people and 
building the capacity of communities and 
governments to operate and maintain 
facilities takes time. Australia’s increased 
investment in water, sanitation and 
hygiene will only have impact if it is 
continued in the long term.  

It is estimated that it will cost  
US$70 billion per year15 to reach the 
Millennium Development Goals for  
water and sanitation16. 

Australia’s fair share of these costs, 
estimated by taking into consideration 
the proportion of this cost to be covered 
by donors and Australia’s share of donor 
wealth, is estimated at AUD 500 million 
per year17. To reach this level Australia’s 
allocations to sanitation, hygiene and 
water need to be increased threefold18. 

The number of people without sanitation 
is almost three times greater than the 
number of people without access to 
safe drinking water. Yet donors and 
governments allocate much less funding 
to sanitation than to water19. Funding 
for sanitation needs to be significantly 
increased and the Australian Government 
should report separately on the amount 
allocated to sanitation. 

For this increased investment to be used 
effectively, the Australian Government’s 
human resource allocation to planning 
and management of sanitation, hygiene 
and water programs also needs to be 
significantly increased. 

We call on the Australian government to:

•  �Increase the level of aid allocated to 
sanitation, hygiene and water to meet 
Australia’s fair share of AUD 500 million 
per year and commit to meeting its fair 
share by 2015 and beyond. 

•  �Ensure that at least 50% of funding 
for sanitation, hygiene and water is 
allocated to sanitation and report 
separately on the allocations made for 
sanitation. 

•  �Increase the level of human resources 
and expertise dedicated to sanitation, 
hygiene promotion and water.

We call on the Government of Australia to:

1 �Make sanitation, hygiene and 
water a key focus in the Australian 
Government’s policy on international 
development assistance

If the Australian Government’s 
international development assistance 
program aims to reduce poverty and 
promote economic growth, the case for 
investing in sanitation, hygiene and  
water is clear:

•  �Safe water and sanitation are basic 
human rights that underpin health, 
education and development. 

•  �Success in reaching most of the 
international targets for development, 
described in the Millennium 
Development Goals (MDGs), depends 
on progress in sanitation, hygiene and 
water7. For example, the child mortality 
target cannot be met until diarrhoea, 
the second leading cause of child 
deaths, is addressed in a preventive 
manner. Without access to water, toilets 
and facilities to manage menstrual 
hygiene in schools, targets on girls’ 
education cannot be met. 

•  �Health and education programs are 
more effective where sanitation, 
hygiene and water are integrated into 
the programs. 

The economic case for investing in 
sanitation, hygiene and water is  
also clear:

•  �For every $1 invested in sanitation 
and water, $8 is returned to national 
economies in increased productivity 
and a reduced burden on healthcare8. 

•  �The economic benefits of achieving 
universal access to sanitation and 
drinking water are estimated at  
US$171 billion per year9. 

•  �The World Bank has assessed hygiene 
promotion and sanitation to be two of 
the most cost-effective child survival 
interventions10.

The next framework for Australia’s aid 
program should recognise sanitation, 
hygiene and water as central to improving 
health, education and gender equality, to 
reducing poverty and to supporting sound 
economic growth. 

We call on the Australian Government to:

•  �Prioritise sanitation, hygiene and 
water as essential basic services in 
the Australian Government’s policy on 
international development assistance. 

•  �Ensure that sanitation, hygiene and 
water are appropriately integrated into 
Australia’s aid programs for health and 
education. 

Each year there are 
over 1.4 million child 
deaths from diarrhoea– 
roughly equivalent to the 
under-five population of 
Australia…

When asked to identify 
what would improve 
their lives the most, 
poor people consistently 
prioritise access to 
safe water11.

For every $1 invested 
in sanitation and 
water, $8 is returned to 
national economies in 
increased productivity 
and a reduced burden on 
healthcare8.
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Call to Action:

1  �Make sanitation, hygiene and 
water a key focus in the Australian 
Government’s policy on international 
development assistance

2  �Make a commitment to allocating 
more and predictable resources to 
sanitation, hygiene and water over 
the long-term and allocate $500 
million per year by 2015

3  �Focus Australian aid for sanitation, 
hygiene and water on basic services 
in poor countries that are most likely 
to miss achieving the water and 
sanitation MDG targets and build 
capacity in these countries

4  �Champion sanitation, hygiene 
and water at the regional and 
international level

Read on for more details  
on each call
For more information or to discuss 
please contact James Wicken: 
james.wicken@wateraid.org.au /  
03 9872 1742

There is a global crisis in sanitation 
and water. 2.6 billion people do 
not have access to sanitation; this 
is almost two-fifths of the world’s 
population. 884 million people, 
roughly one in eight people, do 
not have access to safe water1. 
The Australian Government should 
redouble its ongoing efforts to tackle 
this unacceptable situation.

The human cost of this crisis is 
staggering and it hits children and 
women hardest. 4,000 children die 
needlessly each day from preventable 
diseases caused by poor sanitation, 
inadequate hygiene and unclean 
water2. Each year this results in 
over 1.4 million child deaths from 
diarrhoea – roughly equivalent to the 
under-five population of Australia 
lost to an entirely preventable public 
health crisis3. More children die from 
diarrhoea than malaria, measles and 
HIV/AIDS combined. Women and girls 
toil for hours each day collecting water 
and endure the indignities of open 
defecation, trapping them in a cycle of 
poverty and inequality. The increased 
frequency of droughts, floods and 
other extreme events associated with 
climate is worsening the crisis in 
water and sanitation4.

This crisis is entirely avoidable. 
We know the solutions and they 
are affordable. When communities 
practice good hygiene behaviours, 
use toilets and  have access to a 
safe water supply, their lives are 
transformed. 

Around 100 years ago, Australia 
faced its own public health crisis 
with child mortality rates similar to 
those in developing countries today.  
Australian politicians took action and 
laid the foundations for improved 
health by establishing a network of 
sanitation and water services in our 
cities and promoting safe hygiene 
behaviours.

Today Australians are again acutely 
aware of the importance of water for 
our nation’s health and prosperity. 
The Australian public appreciate 
the value of water and Australian 
politicians are taking action to secure 
our water supplies now and into the 
future. 

We need our current politicians to 
show the same political will, vision 
and leadership internationally if we 
are going to honour our promises to 
play a role as a good global citizen 
and eliminate poverty across the 
world5.

The organisations listed below 
are representatives of the WASH 
Reference Group and are supported by 
hundreds of thousands of households 
across Australia6. Our supporters want 
to see their elected representatives 
championing sustainable solutions to 
poverty. 

Safe water and sanitation are basic 
human rights. Only by ensuring 
universal access to sanitation 
and water is it possible to make 
sustainable gains in health, education 
and economic growth. 
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Sanitation,  
Hygiene and  
Water for All
A Call to Action
What you can do

•  �Pledge to use your influence to 
help end the sanitation, hygiene 
and water crisis

•  �Champion these four calls


