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WaterAid Ethiopia Calls for the Need to set Dedicated and Separate Budget for Sanitation to meet universal access targets by 2015
25 October 2010, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia - MDG report (2010) clearly states 23% of the causes for the under five mortality in Ethiopia comes from diarrhea caused by poor sanitation and hygiene. WHO report (2010) indicated that about 88% or 65 million people in Ethiopia have no access to improved sanitation. The fourth health sector development program (2010) reported that 44% or 32.5 million have no access to basic sanitation facilities. JMV (2010) shows Ethiopia is off track to meet sanitation MDG target. The National Sanitation & Hygiene Strategy targets to reach 100% access to basic sanitation facilities (latrine) while in the HSDP IV the government planned to meet 100% village free of open defecation, and 86% of the population practicing hand washing at critical times. WaterAid Ethiopia values the steps taken by the government to aggressively address the issue of sanitation. Despite these, the mechanism for financing sanitation has not been clearly defined. A recent case study report by WaterAid Ethiopia reveals that local governments are facing significant challenges to provide sanitation and hygiene services because sanitation being under-financed at local level. 
The report entitled “Impediments to Effective Financing of Sanitation Services in Ethiopia: The case of three local governments”, launched today, shows how sanitation is being under-financed to meet the universal access targets of the country. According to Ato Girma Aboma, Policy Officer (Research), the report was produced from the study conducted in three local governments, namely, Konso (Southern Nations Nationalities Peoples Region), Tenna (Oromiya region) and Menge (Benishangul Gumuz Region) and aims to create sufficient understanding on financing of sanitation at local levels.  
In a workshop organized to launch the study the Ethiopian government was recognized for its high level commitment of setting a universal access target of 100% for sanitation by the end of 2012, but now revised to align with the new Growth and Transformation Plan period (2011 to 2015). However, meeting this commitment is difficult without a separate budget line for sanitation to be considered in budget allocation process and the low awareness of national sanitation targets at local level. This has, in turn, led to the low prioritization of sanitation in local plans. The situation on the ground shows that only a portion (44%) of the salary paid to health extension workers is considered as sanitation budget. This is about 28% of the local sanitation investments, which means that 72% of local sanitation budget is being financed by external stakeholders. This shows the extent of dependence of sanitation services on external sources which threatens its sustainability. Furthermore, the sanitation work financed by external sources is often not linked to local government plans and priorities. The WHO report (2010) also shows about 44% of the health sector in Ethiopia budget comes from external sources.
The report further outlines the absence of clear guideline to apportion WASH funds obtained from donors between water supply and sanitation, especially at local level. Other than a portion of the salary of health extension workers, there is no other budget for sanitation. 
The report concludes that lack of a separate budget line for sanitation and clear mechanisms for planning and implementing sanitation activities are the major impediments to increasing sanitation coverage in the country and meeting the government’s universal access targets. Since there is no separate public budget line, sanitation is overlooked in the planning and budgeting processes. 
In order to address this situation and improve the delivery of sanitation services, the report forwards the following recommendations: 
· Sanitation should receive sufficient emphasis in order to reach national targets and create sustainable services. The government can accelerate progress on sanitation by creating a clear and separate department and budget line for sanitation within the health institutions at all levels. Donors and non-government organizations should provide the necessary support for making this recommendation happen. 

· There is a need to have clear links and communication between federal ministries, regional bureaus and Woredas that enable national sanitation targets to be translated into local implementation plans. The strong actions of federal and regional governments combined with support from donors and non-government organizations can make this happen.  

· The mechanism for sanitation financing should be clearly defined among key actors (government, donors, and civil society organizations) under the leadership of the Ministry of Finance and Economic Development. Once sanitation has its own budget line, the Ministry of Finance and Economic Development can lead the process to create a clear mechanism for financing sanitation at different levels. 
The full report is accessible at http://www.wateraid.org/documents/plugin_documents/think_local_act_local_ii.pdf
Ends
Note for the editors:
About WaterAid Ethiopia 
WaterAid is an International Non-Governmental Organisation established in 1981 with a mission to transforms lives by improving access to safe water, hygiene and sanitation in the world's poorest communities. With its vision of a world where everyone has access to safe water and sanitation, currently it operates in 26 countries in Africa, Asia and the Pacific region benefiting over 10 million people so far.

WaterAid commenced work in Ethiopia in 1983 by funding small projects through the Ethiopian Red Cross Society.  It established a country office in Addis Ababa in 1991 and three sub-offices in Benishangul Gumuz, Oromia and Southern Nations and Nationalities People’s Regions in 2004, 2005 and 2007 respectively. 
WaterAid Ethiopia currently provides funding and technical support to implementing local governmental and non governmental organizations in the areas of water, sanitation and hygiene. WaterAid Ethiopia also works directly on capacity building and policy dialogue with a number of woreda and regional governments, along with the Federal Ministries of Water Resources and Health. Two of our sub offices are also hosted in regional government bureaus.
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