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This is how we spent every £1 in 2007/08

The need for WaterAid’s work remains huge. Please support us today 
to help more of the world’s poorest people gain access to safe water, 
sanitation and improved hygiene.

You can support WaterAid in a number of ways. You can make a 
regular donation, raise money through events or include a gift in your 
Will. Tick the boxes overleaf for more information.
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WaterAid’s mission is to overcome 
poverty by enabling the world’s poorest 
people to gain access to safe water, 
sanitation and hygiene education.

One in eight people 
in the world do not have access to safe water – that’s  
884 million people

2.5 billion people  
in the world do not have access to sanitation – that’s  
40% of the population

1.8 million children  
die every year as a result of diseases caused by unclean 
water and poor sanitation – around 5,000 deaths a day

£15  
is all it costs for WaterAid to provide one person in the 
developing world with a lasting supply of safe water, 
sanitation and hygiene education. This integrated 
approach reduces the number of deaths caused by 
diarrhoeal diseases by an average of 65%

could pay 
for a hygiene 

education 
puppet show in 

Madagascar

£756 
could buy a bag 

of cement to 
build a latrine 
slab in Ghana

£5
could set up a 
school health  
club in Nepal

£54
could pay the 

start up costs for 
a soap making 

business in 
Burkina Faso

£110 
could pay for a 

pump in Zambia

£380 

Give water, give life
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Before WaterAid and our partner YIFODA intervened, the 300 pupils and 
teachers at this school in Wakiso District, Uganda, had no access to clean, 
private sanitation facilities. Now a large toilet block has been constructed, 
with separate areas for boys, girls and teachers. “This new toilet block is 
so easy to keep clean,” says teacher Godfrey Matovu.

We are delighted to report that 
2007/08 has been another 
highly successful year in which 
WaterAid’s work has made more  
of an impact than ever before.
	 Thanks to the dedication of 
our supporters we raised over 
£40 million and together with our 
partners, reached over one  
million people with safe water  
and over three million with 
sanitation. We can now celebrate 
having helped over 12 million 
people in Africa and Asia since  
our establishment in 1981. 
	 But WaterAid is not tackling the 
global water and sanitation crisis 
alone. Alongside implementing 
appropriate and sustainable 
water and sanitation projects, 
we continue to build capacity 
where it is needed and, finding 
governmental inaction or a failure 
to reach poor communities, we 
advocate for change.
	 As a founding member of End 
Water Poverty, the international 
coalition calling for sanitation 
and water for all, we have rallied 
nationally and internationally, 
addressing the United Nations  
and lobbying the G8. 

	 With your generous support 
WaterAid can continue our 
vital work, enabling the world’s 
poorest and most marginalised 
communities to gain access to 
safe water, sanitation and hygiene 
education, and helping to make 
their voices heard by those 
with the power to deliver these 
essential services.
	 We hope you enjoy reading this 
record of our achievements over the 
past year and are inspired to join us 
in our determination to transform 
even more lives in 2008/09 and rise 
to the new challenges ahead. As 
ever, we encourage your comments 
and feedback.

Barbara Frost Chief Executive

Jeremy Pelczer Chair 
4 September 2008

WaterAid in 2007/08
WaterAid’s vision is of a world where everyone 
has access to safe water and sanitation.



In 2007/08, WaterAid collaborated 
with over 900 partners in the 15 
countries where we work. We 
built their capacity to be more 
effective in programme work and 
in advocacy and campaigning. 

To make our interventions more 
effective, we aimed to develop our 
expertise in certain key areas.

Involving marginalised  
groups, such as women and  
girls, the elderly, people living 
with HIV/AIDS and disabled 
people in the planning and 
implementation of our projects 
helps us to investigate and 
overcome barriers to water and 
sanitation access. For example, 
disabled people in Zambia have 
designed a latrine that will be 
promoted to other users. 

In our urban work in Dhaka, 
Bangladesh, WaterAid and our 
partner DSK provided poor 
communities in ‘unauthorised’ 
settlements with a legal water 
connection for the first time.

That our projects can be 
easily maintained, will last 
long into the future and lead 
to behaviour change ensures 
their sustainability. Key to this 
is the inclusion of women in all 

aspects of our project work. In 
2007/08 women have formed 
the majority of community 
committees, maintaining facilities 
and disseminating good hygiene 
practices.

We established an  
‘Innovation Fund’ enabling  
country programmes to trial new 
ideas, for example, developing 
mapping initiatives with Google 
software to ensure equitable 
distribution of water and sanitation 
facilities. Our country programmes 
and partners have continued to 
experiment with technologies to 
address water quality issues and 
water conservation.

In 2008, the UN International 
Year of Sanitation, we have 
continued to promote innovative 
and effective sanitation and 
hygiene messages through street 
theatre in Bangladesh, puppetry 
in Madagascar, radio coverage 
and many other channels. We 
adapted our community led total 
sanitation approach from Asia to 
West Africa, helping even more 
communities to become totally 
free from open defecation.

We also made the case for 
sanitation as a driver of poverty 

Our achievements 

reduction and decreasing child 
mortality, supporting End 
Water Poverty to lobby the G8, 
conducting our own research 
into the economic benefits of 
sanitation and influencing the 
‘eThekwini Declaration’ – an 
agreement by 32 African ministers 
to call on their governments to 
spend at least 0.5% of GDP on 
sanitation and hygiene.

However, in a world where one 
in eight people live without access 
to safe water and 5,000 children 
die every single day from water-
related diseases, there is still 
much to be done. We hope you will 
continue to support us in 2008/09.

Number of people helped to gain access to:
Water Sanitation

West Africa
1.	 Burkina Faso 34,600 45,822
2.	 Ghana 40,219 28,029
3.	 Mali 37,384 32,079
4.	 Nigeria 51,368 63,519

East Africa
5.	 Ethiopia 51,563 61,099
6.	 Tanzania 49,448 754
7.	 Uganda 36,555 23,016

Southern Africa
8.	 Madagascar 14,952 17,757
9.	 Malawi 23,663 26,626
10.	Mozambique 43,255 34,336
11.	 Zambia 24,014 25,326

Asia
12.	Bangladesh 749,000 2,554,000
13.	India 154,865 86,441
14.	Nepal 34,181 31,442
15.	Pakistan 45,322 200,060



Supporting partners to deliver
water, sanitation and hygiene

£23.1m

Fundraising
£7.8m

Governance
£0.3m

Influencing policy in water,
sanitation and hygiene £4.3m

Donations
and gifts
£19.5m

Legacies 
£2.3mFundraising 

events £3.3m
Grants (voluntary 

income) £1.9m

Grants
(restricted) 

£10.6m

Other £2.7m

The people we reached Financial review
Nigeria
Mansoh Kumdum, age 10, from Warok, Plateau State, is proud 
to be the head of his school’s hygiene club. He says, “Before 
the latrines were built we had to go in the bush. I know now that 
washing my hands is very important.” 

With hand-washing reducing the incidence of diarrhoeal 
disease by up to 47%, the benefits of good hygiene and sanitation 
practices impact on the whole community, improving health and 
freeing up time for adults to work and children to attend school.

Ethiopia
Villagers in Alaba woreda voted for Nuredia Hussiea to be their village 
health communicator. “I visit about 12 households per day and spend up to 
half an hour with them. I tell them about the diseases which they can catch 
if they don’t use a latrine. I tell them about contamination from animals. 
Now there is no more open defecation and the villagers have much 
cleaner compounds. People used to have stomach problems and 
diarrhoea, typhoid, giardia and worms. Malaria transmission has now 
decreased. The health promotion has had a positive effect.”

Madagascar
Claire Suzanne explains the difference that clean water has made 
in Soavina Antokofana Ambohitrano – a remote village which last 
year saw an outbreak of bubonic plague: “We used to collect water 
at a place very far away and we could only collect a bit before we 
had to go and work. In the evening it was often too late to get water 
so we couldn’t wash or clean. It was dirty to drink it; the colour was 
yellow. Our children were not in good health. Now I can clean my 
children, wash my dishes and clean everything in my house.”

Nepal
Some 250 residents in our partner Lumanti’s 
pioneering Kirtipur Housing Project now benefit from 
rainwater harvesting tanks, wells, a reed bed and a 
latrine for each household. 

“We used to live on the river and it was smelly and 
dirty. Our houses used to flood,” explains community 
chairperson Krishna Patiyar. “Without Lumanti’s 
support I could never imagine living here - we love it.”

Donations and gifts	 £19.5m
Legacies	 £2.3m
Fundraising events	 £3.3m
Grants (voluntary income)	 £1.9m
Grants (restricted)	 £10.6m
Other	 £2.7m

Income
Total annual income rose by 30% to £40.3 million.

Expenditure
Total expenditure in 2007/08 was £35.5 million of which £27.4 million 
was spent on our charitable objectives.

Supporting partners to  
deliver water, sanitation  
and hygiene education	 £23.1m 
Influencing policy in  
water, sanitation and 
hygiene education	 £4.3m
Fundraising	 £7.8m 
Governance	 £0.3m 

This is a summary of WaterAid’s income and expenditure  
in 2007/08, taken from our audited accounts which are included  
in the full Annual Report. This is available to download at 
www.wateraid.org/annualreport or for paper copies, printed on 
recycled paper, email wateraid@wateraid.org or call 0845 6000 433.

You can donate to WaterAid online at www.wateraid.org  
or by calling 0845 6000 433
I would like to donate £	

 I enclose a cheque/postal order or CAF voucher made payable to WaterAid 
(delete as appropriate)

Or please debit my: Mastercard/Visa/Maestro/Switch/AMEX/CAF charity card  
(delete as appropriate)

Card No.    n n n
Start date  Expiry date  Issue no.  

Signature	 Date	

	 Through Gift Aid any donation you give will be worth 28% more,  
	 at NO extra cost to you.

I would like WaterAid to reclaim the tax I have paid on any donations I’ve made over 
the last six years, and any future donations I may make.*
*To qualify for Gift Aid, you must pay as much UK income or capital gains tax as WaterAid will reclaim in the tax 
year, currently 25p for every £1 you donate. The Government will add an extra 3p, so WaterAid will receive 28p.

Title	 Initial	 Surname	

First name			 

Home address			 

		  Postcode	

Phone			 

Email			 

Organisation (if applicable)		
I am happy for WaterAid to contact me via email about their work and fundraising and trading activities.

Please complete this form and return it in the FREEPOST envelope provided to: 
Freepost RRRZ-YRRB-ELKE, WaterAid, MELKSHAM, SN12 6YY

Please send me:
information on how I can help with a regular donation
information on WaterAid’s campaign activities
information for my company / school / club / place of worship (delete as necessary)

information on the Flora London Marathon and other challenge events
information on the WaterAid credit card
information on how to include a gift in my Will to WaterAid

Your support makes our vital work possible. We’d like to keep in touch with you to tell you more.  
But if you don’t want to hear more from WaterAid and WaterAid Trading Ltd please let us know. 

08/NC/A1

Yes I would like to help


