


Women suffer 
the most

Women take on the responsibility of collecting 
water in the grassroots - often travelling great 
distances to collect water because of unavailability 
in nearby areas. This takes a considerable toll on 
them - limiting their potential for engaging in 
productive and economic activities.

Hinders 
local service 
delivery

Because of the water crisis in coastal Bangladesh, 
vital facilities such as rural healthcare centers 
and schools fail to deliver services. As a result, 
increments in the burden of health and dropout 
from school becomes a common narrative.

Traditional 
rainwater 
harvesting is 
not hygienic 
and efficient

Ancient rainwater harvesting methods are not 
always safe and efficient: Rainwater is a good 
alternative water source for poor communities in 
coastal region. However, traditional methods are 
used in harvesting it e.g. in open pots and pitchers 
which are not safe, and have limited capacity of 
storage to run for few days only.

Limitations 
of alternative 
treatment 
options

Other ways to get clean water exists in the coast 
such as Pond Sand Filters (PSFs), tube wells, and 
Reverse Osmosis (RO) plants. However, they have 
limitations. PSFs require a sweet water pond to set 
up, tube wells in many locations are plagued by 
arsenic and iron in shallow aquifers and saline in 
deep aquifers, and RO plants are expensive.


