Sierra Leone

Film notes- these notes are a summary of content, full notes to follow once transcript are written up. Not enough time to write up post interview properly, will finish when back in UK on Friday. Transcripts will take at least a week to finish, maybe 2. 

Pujehun

Borders Liberia when the rebels came in these communities took the impact. 

Overall key themes

· Massive losses due to war and then struggling with water situation, losing children to cholera outbreaks that occur every year.

· Community solidarity- community break down after the war, initiatives like WaterAid's projects bringing community together. Have pre intervention and post that illustrate this. 

· Aid into development- lots of projects started after the war was officially declared over, many of them weren't successful. 

· Lack of infrastructure, isolated communities. Ten years of war have held the communities development back, businesses that did exist are no longer, 

· Masses loses during war leaving lots of families without parents or a partner to help support.

Kotumahun- pre intervention. 

Meaning upon a rock

Interview Gbembe 80 year old man

Strong interview, with lots of good quotes.

Story synopsis:

Has 7 children that are all adults and not living in the village, he lives with some of his grand kids. He is very poor, often goes without food and struggles with the water situation. When the rebels came to his village they shot his brother, one of 8 people that were shot that night. They ran into the bush, hiding on the island near the river. When they had to run from there his 25 year old son drowned. He eventually ended up in a camp in Bo, where one of his children died from hunger. When that camp was attacked by the rebels everyone ran which caused a bottle neck over a bridge, people got pushed into the river and his wife drowned. Brima was one of the first people back to his  village during voluntary repatriation, he was in his 70's. Along with a few men he searched the bush for villagers and brought them back to the village. He talks about having to drag himself through the bush to find people, sustaining a lot of injuries. He mobilised his community, along with a few other men, and started to rebuild their village.

Before the war he had large cassava fields and two stores, he said he would have been a rich man if it had not been for the war. Now he is struggling to survive, often going without water or food; living at the mercy of others. 

Talks about how water is a huge problem and has always been very important for them. When they returned it was one of the first things they tried to restore. They restored the old water source as it was the same one their ancestors used. It's a hole cut into the swamp. It had gone completely into disrepair, was overgrown and dirty. They 'cleaned' it out by clearing all the water out, something they have to still do regularly as it gets full of fish and dirt. When the rains come dirt from the village washes into it. During that time they set times when they could use the water point and went in groups, it was too dangerous to go alone as rebels were still in the bushes and women were in threat of being raped.

Talks about how 3 other water projects have been to the village and failed (THEME)

Talks about how all the kids education was effected by the war, all his kids were in school before the rebels attacked. Also talks about how everything has now changed since the war, there is no trust and the younger generation is more concerned about looking out for themselves instead of how it used to be when he was young, everyone in the community supporting each other. 

Talks about having to face massive hardships, mainly caused by the water. The injuries he sustained whilst getting people back into the village have caused him great difficulties now, he can't work and struggles to survive.

His grandchildren often get sick, vomiting and diarrhoea. He believes this is down to gods will, the dirty environment and the water. 

Key quotes (are stronger one's but on film, so not available at time of writing):

“It is difficult for the community to work together, everyone is busy doing their own things to survive. Before the war everyone used to work together, but no one works as a team anymore. Things have changed. Before it was like 'you are my brother, my sister, your burden in my burden. Now it is not like that.”

“If the war hadn't come I would have been a rich man, I had stores and crops to sell. I was so influential, but the war destroyed everything. Up to now I have nothing, it makes my situation sorrowful. 

Themes:

· Community solidarity- breakdown of community since war.

· Other failed projects

· Impact of lack of water and infrastructure on community

Interview- Yatta Yangahun age between 50-60 years old. 

Story synopsis:

When the rebels came to her village she fled to the bush with her young daughter. When living in the bush her daughter went blind, so they had to take her to Pujehun she recovered. 

Lost her husband during the war, remarried a man she met at one of the camps but he left her as he wasn't comfortable bringing up someone else's kids. She returned to Kotumahun. Her parents are dead, her mother died a year ago. She lives with her children and a female friend and her child. They work together on a cassava business. But she has had to struggle since losing her husband, she has to collect water 4 or 5 times a day and do all the work that her husband would have done. She said if she didn't have to do that she'd be able to spend her time more productivity on her casava work, so she'd have more money and be able to educate her kids; which she can't afford to do now.

Survival is a very big challenge, especially because of the water.

· Not having a husband has been difficult, but my children give me hope. 

· It helps working with my friend, we work in collaboration. We have solidarity, that is what we need more of in this community, we need to work together more.

· It would make my life so much easier if there was clean water near my house. 

· We spent 10 good years unproductively. 

Vaama- pre intervention

Community is very isolated, they get their water from the Wanjai river. When they returned from the war the river was full of bodies, but they had no choice, so they would just push the bodies out of the way and collect water. For a long time after that they were still pulling out bones and body fat in their fishing nets. The mines dump chemical waste in the river upstream, the hospital dump waste up stream and all the neighbouring villages use it as a toilet, to wash clothes and themselves. Sometimes they go there and all their fish are dead; the community consider the river to be full of death. 

There is a school 1.5 miles away and a health centre in the community; the same one that serves all the surrounding villages including Kotumahun.

The community is surrounded by dense jungle, and is in a kind of semi circle, perfect for hiding rebels. During the war the rebels came in and took the village, basing themselves there for 6 months. 

They have to economise the water they get. 

Key themes

· Massive loses due to water related diseases

· Lack of infrastructure; during the rainy session cars can't access this community meaning drugs for the health centre which serves all the surrounding villages including Kotumahun, can't get in. 

· Isolation; hard to reach community

Interview- Yenge Koroma, can't tell her age but according to age of children roughly 34. 

Really strong interview.

Story synopsis

When the rebels came to their community her father was shot, she fled to the bush with her family. She ave birth in the bush. She now has 6 children, had just given birth to a girl 5 days ago. Her 2 year old boy, Lamena died two months previous and she lost a girl, Fatmata who was 1 year old. Both children had diarrhoea, she believes they died due to the water.  

She is scared to give the water to her kids in case the same happens to them, she is lactating and is scared to drink the water in case it harms her new baby; but she says she has no choice.

She lives on the outskirts of the village, nearer the health centre than river, so collecting water takes time and is a real burden for her. 

Key quotes

· This river is full of death

· To us the water is like another form of war, a natural war waged against us. 

Interview -Amie Kaifala- doesn't know her age, was a teenager when she married.

Story synopsis

3 children, all teenagers oldest is 25 years old, youngest 15. Originally from Niagorhun gateway, another district. She came here ten years ago after meeting a friend in one of the camps who was so concerned about her well being she asked her to come back to her community during repatriation. The community gave her a house and she now relies on their generosity in order to survive.

When the rebels came to her community she was out in the field, she had 3 kids at that time, including a suckling baby. When she returned from the field she found the rebels had attacked and shot her husband. Whilst running away she fell badly and broke her hip. The broken hip which she didn't receive proper medical care as they were hiding in the bush, she is now disabled, she can walk but with difficulty. 

She does a little bit of soap making in the compound of her house, selling it to community members from her porch. This provides little money, sometimes people in the community give her some, others sometimes give her food. 

Water collection has always been a massive problem for her, if she has the money, she will pay a little to a child to fetch water for her, or one of the elder of her kids will help her. She has 4 dependents living with her, when they were unable to help her, or when they were too young she'd have to drag herself to the river and drag herself back. 

Themes

· Loss of main bread winner during war and having to find a way to survive on her own. 

· Disability and the impact of collecting water 

Interview- Isatu (surname from Emily)

Health worker

Story synopsis

Interview mainly for soundbites to cut into a film, talks about impact of dirty water on community- both Vaama and Katumahun. Also talks about lack of drugs and difficulty running a health centre in this environment. 

Interview – Mohammed Tucker

Village chief

Story synopsis 

Story for overview of community, impact of war on development and infrastructure, bodies in the river and massive impact of water. Talks about how community is breaking down, some people leave because the water situation is so bad, so many kids dying because of the water, lack of proper medical facilities.

Talks about impact on his own family, his hopes for the future and the difference water would make to the community. 

Themes

· War and impact on development on community

· Need to work together in solidarity

· Isolated community- talks about lack of infrastructure and poor roads, drugs not getting in during rainy session.

Quote (much stronger ones to follow)

· 'In July the rains will come, this will effect the roads and mean that no medical supplies can get through. So the health centre will run out of drugs. If you don't help us people will die.'

Interview – Hawa Truray

Story synopsis- 

See Emily's notes, only filled key parts of her story for soundbites for film. Strong soundbites about death of children caused by the water and fact the community have gone through so much already due to the war but now are fighting a natural war caused by the water situation. 

Nyeama- post intervention project, new build. 

Community have a casava farm which they use the profits as a community bank, some of that money goes into maintaining the hand pump, paying for spare parts. Community built the road and bridge to make the village more accessible, took 9 months of hard work. 

Interview-Mohammed Charles. 41 years old

Strong interview

Story synopsis 

Is the chief's younger brother and town speaker. Has 4 children, 3 girls and 1 boy. Is a farmer. 

Talks about war- attacked by rebels in 1993, one of his younger brothers was shot in his presence. They whole community dispersed, forced to carry kids on their heads across the river. Went to one camp (check details), came back to the community in 1996 but the rebel activity intensified so they were forced to leave again going to the camp in Bo. When they came back from the camps there was a lot of sickness caused by living in a IDP camp with unsanitary conditions. When they came back they were determined not to live in the same conditions so allocated areas for deification instead of all around the community like it used to be. 

Talks about lives that were list because of the water and how they were badly effected by scabies also. 

Quotes (not on film)

'look at the children, we don't talk about diarrhoea here or runny stomachs, we are healthy. 

'It is about solidarity, strengthening the community, consultation and participation.' 

'We feel quite isolated here, the government have isolated us.'

Themes

· Massive differences between pre and post water project.

· Working together, solidarity, participation and further developments. 

· Training from the project and positive impact that's had on community. 

Interview- Isatu Kallon, in her 30's.

Good for soundbites for a film but not full case study interview.

Story overview

Came to this community 5 years ago to join her mother because she divorced her husband. Has a 5 year old son, used to get sick from the water.  Talks about impact of water on community. 

Interview- Manie Lahai

Deputy head of women.

Story overview

Gave birth to 10 children, but only 5 survived; all died either still born, or  under 1 year old, she says she doesn't know why and the hospital told her diarrhoea and convulsions; they were drinking the water. All but one died in this community, the other at the camp. 

She was brought to this community for marriage, her husband is the village chief. Motivate and educates the women. Women's group have a small business of casava and ground nuts, they invested the money from the first harvest to buy a larger farm. 

Themes

· Empowerment of women, working together to strengthen community and support their husbands in providing for their families.

· Positive impact of water.

Fayama- post intervention, rehabilitation of hand pump. 

Interview- Mamie Kamara 45 years old

Story synopsis 

Hygiene promoter on wash committee, attended training run by Help SL.

Father died when she was young, her mother was beaten so badly by the rebels she later died from her injuries. Says when the rebels came they burnt houses, rapped women, killed people and beat others so badly many of them died later from their injuries. 

Also lost 5 children. When they returned to the village her husband died falling out of a tree near her house whilst collecting bread fruits. 

Key quote (lots of good quotes about development of community since project)

'Health is wealth'

Interview- Salamatu Conteh

Short interview, didn't want to speak too much. Good for film soundbites to illustrate positive impact of project on community. 

Provided labour to transport sand and water for the project.

Themes

· More time now not always sick and not collecting water, so has more time for business. 

· Impotence of community involvement with project.

Interview -Maire Lahai

Good, but short interview.

Story synopsis

Husband died of an asthma attacked, got cholera very badly but survived. 

Also interviewed on film Paul from Help SL and Patrick head of WA programmes. Both good interviews for over view of area, projects and WA SL's programme 3work. Patrick's has very strong quotes.

